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Enduring a tough time for Him 
Psalm 123:1-4 
July 4, 2021 

 
 Here we are today, the 4th day of July, the year Two Thousand Twenty One.  

The 4th of July, a day of remembrance and of celebration.  People want to celebrate 

this day as the day when independence was declared from a nation that sought to rule 

over the people with an iron hand, not allowing them the freedom to live out their destiny 

in the Lord.  They saw themselves as people who should be allowed to live lives for 

their own benefit and their creator’s.  They declared independence from a nation that 

sought to keep them down, to keep them from a free exercise of their religion among 

other things. 

 Those of the Psalm for today, it seems, have had to endure scorn and contempt.  

They seem to have been treated not as fellow citizens but as those to be taken 

advantage of, kept in their named place.  The Psalmist is writing of his speaking to the 

Lord to have Him intervene in their lives and relieve them of the contempt and scorn of 

those who are living at ease, those whose pride seems to have swelled to where others, 

namely those the Psalmist speaks for, have been beaten down.   

 Those in 1776, those 56 signers of that declaration, signed their names as 

evidence they were declaring with their lives that they wanted to be part of an 

independent nation. As that new nation they were declaring their independence from the 

one which would not treat them as fellow human beings, due certain rights that God had 

given them and those who sought to restrict those rights in some people. 

 There has always been debate as to if this declaration was right in the eyes of 

God.  The Psalmist is appealing to God on behalf of the people too.  He is not declaring 

independence but dependence on God for His mercy, seeking refuge in Him. 

 I do not know if the declaration almost 250 years ago was the right thing to do in 

God’s eyes but I do know God used those men and many since them to form a nation 

that has looked to Him for these many years for His mercy and have taken refuge in His 

work, day by day in their lives so that they may live in freedom where all men are 

created equal and are endowed by Him with certain unalienable rights. 

 Many have called on the Lord over the years.  There are many words from many 

leaders as they turned to the Lord.  Things out of their control were happening and they 

needed the Lord to do His thing, to intervene in their lives and in the world to have His 

will done. 
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 Today we remember the declaration of independence back in 1776 but can we 

forget the independence declared on that cross a few years earlier by the signature of 

one man, signed with His blood, shed for the whole world?  Jesus declared that 

payment for sin had been paid in full, paid with His life so He declared it is finished. 

 Finished, for this nation was still in the future.  The declaration was signed but 

much struggle, lives given and blood shed was needed before that declaration brought 

about a new nation, looking to God to direct them as they lived out the laws they put in 

place to make a new, independent nation. 

 Those of the Psalm were looking to the Lord for His work in their everyday lives.  

They understood who their master was.  They knew He was a righteous master they 

could look to to have Him deal rightly with them and their situation. 

 Those of the Psalm were being persecuted, it seems because they looked to the 

Lord and trusted in Him.  Those who were persecuting them may have also thought 

themselves as believers but like Jesus said to the crowds and to His disciples, “The 

scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, so do and observe whatever they 

tell you, but not the works they do. For they preach, but do not practice. They tie 

up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but they 

themselves are not willing to move them with their finger. Matthew 23:1-4 

 Jesus came and unlike the religious leaders of His day, He took the burden on 

His own shoulders, removing sin and guilt and rising to life from paying the debt with His 

death.  What does He ask in return?  To trust Him and His work on our behalf so that 

when we are faced with Judgment Day, we will stand before God declaring our right to 

enter into the new heaven and earth not based on our goodness but on the 

righteousness of Christ our redeemer.   

 What is a righteous judge to do if you are standing there in the courtroom for a 

crime you committed facing sentencing when it is brought to the judge’s attention that 

someone came in and paid in full the fine required?  Crime committed but the fine paid 

in full.  The righteous judge will let you go, free and clear, maybe encouraging you to do 

something you can do, give thanks to the one who made it all possible. 

 We look to Him for He paid our price to keep us from the prison of hell.  He paid 

the price not just to get released on parole but to give us a full pardon, made our record 

clean and given us freedom to live under His rule. 

 Many of you have seen movies about great generals like Patton or Sam Houston.  

They had the respect of those who served them.  I remember Patton getting letters from 
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family members of soldiers who served under him and how they were proud to have 

their sons serve under him, many who would die.  They served and like Patton said to 

another general that to retreat means to have to shed blood to get the same ground 

twice and he wasn’t willing to do that.  Yes, men may die in the push and to keep 

pushing but how many more would it take to have to retake it and move forward.  

Patton’s men fought, cold, snow, lack of hot food but they kept moving forward. 

 Houston fought that one fight, yes, men died at the Alamo and a few in that one 

battle.  Houston retreated for quite awhile, all the awhile many questioned him and 

thought he was going about it all wrong, yet they trusted him, maybe with words of 

doubt under their breath, they trusted and when the time was right in his eyes, he had 

them fight and win. 

 We fight too.  As Paul wrote to the Ephesians, Eph 6:11-13 Put on the whole 

armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil.  For we 

do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil 

in the heavenly places.  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be 

able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 

 Put on the full armor.  Paul then goes on to describe what that armor is all about.  

It talks of truth, THE truth not your truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation and lastly 

the sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God.  Paul asked that with all that, they 

should pray for all the saints, and for Paul himself that his speech may proclaim the 

Gospel. 

 When in a battle, it may get tough at times.  So the soldiers are trained to such 

an extent that it comes as second nature.  You may have seen those military training 

films where they march, do drills, practice with their weapons, over and over again to 

where they are good at what they are to do.   

 Do you feel trained to take up your weapons to take on the spiritual forces out 

there?  Do you think your training for this battle is what it should be?  If it isn’t, why not?  

We need to ask ourselves that question?  We are in this together to bring the Law and 

Gospel to those the Lord puts in our lives.  Yes, the Holy Spirit is the one to convict and 

to instill faith but the Lord has placed us here to carry out His plan for those in this 

world, to show them the love of Christ, the same one who went to the cross for us and 

for every person we come in contact with. 
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 We are celebrating our nation today.  We are reminded once again of the 

sacrifices of those who signed that document that put into words a declaration of 

freedom to be people who would risk their “lives, fortunes, and sacred honor” in this 

fight to create a nation of the people, by the people and for the people. 

 We look to those that day but it carries over to today.  Yes, we celebrate the day 

recognizing what happened 245 years ago.  As we remember, we have to look at this 

nation today and what we are faced with as a nation and as a church. We are faced with 

the spiritual lives of people who are members of this nation even as we look to bring the 

Good News of Jesus to the rest of the world. 

 We know we are sinners in need of forgiveness day by day.  We know we are 

imperfect, contrary to the demand God makes of people, so we don’t look to our 

perfection but to that of Jesus who died for our sins and rose so that we too, who trust in 

His righteousness will rise from our graves on the last day.   

 We need to never forget what others have done so that we have the faith we 

have been given. We know others sacrificed in so many ways so that we have the lives 

we have.  No matter what you have in this life, it can’t be compared to what awaits all 

who believe.  This is temporary and we are charged with letting others know of 

something better as well as something so much worse that awaits those who do not 

believe and put their trust in Jesus for their salvation. 

 So many are headed to hell.  What is standing in their way?  Could it be you?  

What will it be like to see them in the new heaven and earth when we get there?  Will 

any of this compare?  I don’t think so.  What we have now can not compare.  Not only 

will the trying things in this life be no more but a life without sin, will be greater than what 

we can imagine in our wildest dreams. 

 If you don’t feel up to the task, what keeps you from searching out a way to be 

ready for the task ahead?  Is it just to daunting a task or is it just easier to not think 

about it?  May the Holy Spirit work in you the desire to see those the Lord puts into your 

live saved or at least brought to the point that they solidly reject what the Lord has for 

them.  It is then you have to leave it in His hands and pray that the Holy Spirit will 

continue to work on them so that they see hope only in Jesus. 

 It may be a harder life for us in taking time out in our lives to witness to those 

Jesus leads us to, but it will never be never as hard as Jesus , our Master and His work 

for us in His life of sinlessness and His great sacrifice of His life and suffering on that 

cross for each of us. 


