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Gen 1:3-5 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.  And God saw that the 
light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light 
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the first day. 
Rev. 22:3-5 No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see his face, and his 
name will be on their foreheads. And night will be no more. They will need no light of 
lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
 
 Two passages from the Bible.  One set of verses, from the first chapter of the 

Bible and another set, from the last chapter of the Bible. Both deal with light.  The first is 

in the beginning when it all started.  There was nothing except the Triune God.   

 There was lack of light in creation in the beginning.  There was only darkness, 

nothingness.  God steps into this nothingness, if we could say He stepped into this.  

 God saw that this was going to be the beginning of time and the first thing He did 

was to provide light as opposed to darkness, separating the light from the darkness.  

You might ask where the light came from and we would have to go to the Revelation 

passage to let it tell us, the Lord God will be their light.  He is the light to shine in the 

darkness. 

 We use all sorts of light examples.  There are adds on TV that tell of having 

better light from your car to pierce the darkness with new LED lights.  There is lightbulb 

that lights up when someone gets a new idea, there are even hunting and fishing shows 

that use lights to illumine the water to bow fish at night and even infrared light that is 

used to silhouette environment destroying hogs. 

 Light, we all like some light when we have to get up in the night to keep us from a 

damaged toe.  Even to read this sermon, you had better have some light or it will all be 

darkness, if you are going to distinguish these words, you are going to need some light. 

 Paul points to another example of light in his letter to the Ephesian church.  He 

equates their faith or lack of it, to light and darkness.  He then goes on to extend that 

darkness and light, to life and the living of it.  He writes of the effects of light as it yields 

all that is good, and right and true.  We know we like things that are good, where the 

wrongs of the world are countered by what is right and we greatly appreciate hearing 
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the truth, in what we see and hear so we can make decisions based on solid 

knowledge. 

 I’ve used the example of light finally coming into existence in the darkness of 

Carlsbad Caverns.  When all light is turned off, you can not see your hand in front of 

your face, even if you touch it to your nose, a no-no as you aren’t supposed to touch 

your face these days. Without light, it would seem from Paul that darkness would hide 

all sorts of evil, wrong actions and lies that would hurt people instead of helping them. 

 It is all about our helping others, especially those who are walking in darkness, 

are living their lives not knowing they are walking in that darkness, with more than a 

stubbed toe is awaiting them as they, unless the light has its way with them, will find 

themselves separated from the ultimate source of light found in God alone. 

 God separated the light from the darkness as the first thing He did in creating the 

perfect world in the beginning.  He then went on over the next 5 days to create all we 

have in the world, some of which He has had mankind discover to use to counteract 

things like the corona virus and other aides to mankind, even the computer I am using 

to compose this sermon. 

 Paul wanted the people he was writing to to understand and to take to heart that 

they, the believers who had the light of Christ and His salvation shine on them were now 

bearers of that light to the world, their everyday world.  He said they were “light” in the 

Lord.   He was their electricity, their battery, their source of energy to be able to shine 

His light, on the darkness in their lives, even to shine light on the darkness of thought 

that rejects the very God who was responsible for other’s lives and any future with Him.  

 Paul was writing a letter to encourage the light in the believers in the Ephesian 

church. The were going to be living their lives in the midst of people who were not light, 

just as we live among many who are walking, not in light but in darkness.  They may not 

reveal any lack of goodness, but with those who are not right in their thinking, there is a 

problem not believing what we know to be true that our only righteousness, just as the 

light that we are, can only come from the sole source of our light, Jesus Christ our risen 

and ascended Lord and Savior. 

 Light exposes what lies in the darkness.  When we go out into the darkness at 

night we grab a source of light.  It may be a flashlight or maybe it is only your ever-

present communication device that has almost become another appendage for some.   

 We need light to live.  Yes, without the light of the sun, many would starve, even 
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if we still had the heat of the sun.  Without the light of the sun, plants wouldn’t be able to 

fix the CO2 to form carbohydrates, even complex carbs we find in salads that are 

supposed to be good for us. 

 We get to live here in the Southwest were most days we have the sun shining 

down on us.  We expect it and without continuous days of sunshine, even the mood of 

people gets darkened.  They aren’t their normal shining selves.  We like the light except 

when we choose darkness.  Yes, we choose darkness at times, too many times.  We 

want to do what is good but as Paul wrote to the Roman church: Rom. 7:14-20 For we 

know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin.  For I do not 

understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I 

hate.  Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good.  So now it is no 

longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.  For I know that nothing good dwells in 

me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to 

carry it out.  For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on 

doing.  Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells 

within me. 

 Paul understood himself.  He knew he sinned but he also knew he was light in 

the Lord.  He writes later on in this chapter: Rom 7:24-25 Wretched man that I am! Who 

will deliver me from this body of death?  Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our 

Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the 

law of sin. 

 Paul was writing to people like himself, sinners in the flesh but also in who they 

are in Christ, light in darkness.  He wrote for us too.  Yes, as Christians, we are light in 

the Lord, light because the Lord shines through us to the world, to even expose the 

darkness, the sin in us.  He knows who He is working with, it was for that very reason 

He came and lived the perfect life, a life without the darkness of sin in Himself but total 

light, shining Himself to the world that was headed to the darkness of gnashing teeth 

and weeping, knowing they themselves chose to live in darkness even though they 

knew by what was created that they were not their own “god”. 

 Paul writes that you are light in the Lord for your world.  You are encouraged to 

walk in that light.  You might say were can I walk with all this corona virus floating 

around.  Paul wrote you are to try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord.  Have you 

asked how you might be light in your world, even today?  Can you maintain your 
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distance in your back yard when you see your neighbor out there working, cleaning out 

the flower bed or tilling the garden, getting ready to put plants out again?  What about 

that extension to your arm that you may be using right now to read this?  Could you use 

it to contact someone who may need your help, who needs encouragement and peace 

that you, having the Holy Spirit has to bring to a dark world that can be scary for them 

who count on this world for their peace. 

 The Lord is in charge. He hasn’t left us to ourselves or to the virus.  He is putting 

in place those things to bring about His will.  We, as Christians count on that, trust our 

lives to His working in us sinners to save who we are in Him as the His lights for this 

dark world.   

 Jesus is the light of the world.  He lives and shines through us, we who have Him 

in us through His Holy Spirit.  We have been given the counselor, so we can shine the 

light of goodness, righteousness and truth to the world that so much needs Him, the 

source of light for us and for them. 

 The other texts for today are Isaiah 42:14-21 where God through Isaiah says He 

is about to bring about judgement on the people and the land.  Psalm 142, a Maskil: 

(probably a musical or liturgical term according the Lutheran Study Bible) of David 

where he attributes to the Lord, the refuge he needs especially when he was in the 

cave, hiding from Saul who was wanting to kill him.  The Gospel, John 9:1-41, is the 

familiar one where the man, blind from birth is healed even though he didn’t know Jesus 

in the beginning but learned of Him and chastised the religious leaders for not following 

Him. 

 Light and darkness.  We still have to deal with it in our lives today.  We are light 

in the Lord, may He help us to never hide it under a bushel, but shine brightly to a world 

which is living in the darkness of fear with the situation we find ourselves in today. Matt. 

5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 


