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 We have finally come to the day when the confirmands confirm the faith they 

were given in their baptisms.  We normally have this day the second week of May, 

Mother’s Day, but we are here a month later, I guess it is good to have it before we get 

as far along as Father’s Day.  You are confirming that the faith you have been given is 

for a reason.  You have been given faith so that others, others Jesus brings into your life 

will see faith alive in you and see the care you have for them and others.  They will see 

that you care for them and their lives mean something to you but even more importantly 

they mean even more to someone else, the One who went to the cross for all mankind 

and then rose alive and was the firstborn from the dead to rise to life and ascend bodily 

to heaven like all who believe will do on the last day to come. 

 The Lord has blessed you with faith and yes, a family that sees it as important 

that you learn, not only that you are a Christian, but that you know why you are.  They 

know how important it is that you can put into words with your mouth and on paper what 

you believe and why because you are going to be confronted with those in the world 

who do not know Jesus.  Because we don’t want anyone to go to hell as the Lord 

doesn’t, He has allowed you and all Christians the opportunity to be involved in bringing 

not only the law to others but once it has done its work, the Gospel, the Good News 

Jesus has for all people. 

 Amazing God would trust such a great gift to you, to all of us.  You have the 

Words of eternal life.  Peter spoke those words when Jesus asked him and the other 

Apostles if they were going to abandon Him after Jesus said He was the bread from 

heaven and if they didn’t eat of this bread and drink His blood, they couldn’t have  life.   

 We might logically think of the Lord’s Supper but it is even more than that.  Jesus 

could have just popped into the world and one to the cross and then rise from the grave 

but it wouldn’t have been the same.  No, He had to come, tempted in every way as we 

are.  So He came in the womb of His mother as each and every person who has ever 

lived, except Adam and Eve.  He came helpless, depending on others for His very life, 

how humiliating for God.  Yet, He did and then lived the perfect life not one else could 

and then went to the cross to shed His blood for sins instead of all the lambs and goats 

and bulls and doves.  No, their blood was just temporary until His body was given, His 

blood shed to once and for all time pay the cost of sin, all sin for all time. 
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 His was the Word made flesh, yes flesh and blood.  We talk of that Word, Jesus 

needing to be “digested” a term we use when we read, really taking it in, mulling it over, 

thinking, examining it with our minds and hearts.  Yes, that is what we are to do with the 

Word, His Word, Jesus, the Word made flesh, we are to take it in to our minds, our 

hearts and with the faith He has given us and by the power of the Holy Spirit, we are 

blessed to be able to go to the world with the greatest news ever. 

 What do you do with the greatest news ever?  Can you keep something that 

great to yourself?  But why would you?  With something this great, why, I bet even an 

emu, you know that flightless bird that people use the oil from to make salves with; I bet 

even an emu couldn’t sit back with such great news. 

 Maybe you have seen the insurance commercial with the emu and his friend 

Dave that tell people how they can save others--money.  In one commercial, the LiMu 

the Emu and Dave are speeding down the highway and Dave yells out the window to 

two women in the car beside them that he can save the women if the one closest to him 

will reach out her hand. 

 Thinking he has something she needs to save herself and her friend, she 

reaches out her hand and he hands her his card, his Liberty Mutual card so that she can 

save some money. 

 Yes, she thought he and the Emu had something to save her life but it was just 

saving some money on car insurance because Liberty Mutual will only sell them 

insurance for what they need and not insurance they don’t. 

 If and emu and a guy can get that excited about car insurance, what about what 

you have been given?  Everyone needs what you have to give, not to sell but to give 

away.  Since it doesn’t cost anything, you should be able to get even more excited.  

This  is like finding a treasure chest filled with money and jewels. You have the map and 

are willing to share it.   

 Yes, today is a day to get excited.  You have gone through training to be able to 

tell others something that truly saves lives, their life in particular.  You have been given 

that “insurance” backed up by the one who reconciled you to the Father but then rose 

from the grave alive, so that you too, when this life is past, will rise to be with the Father 

as well, on the last day.  You and all people have the grace of the one man Jesus Christ 

who saves by His life, eternal life for the many who believe. 

 We are here today, the day of confirmation for two young women who know 

Jesus and what He has done for them and for all people.  They are confirming that faith 
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as each of you have done. What has happened since that day?  How many have heard 

about your excitement?  Who in your life still needs to hear about the saving Good 

News you know and have learned? 

 Maybe your confirmation day was a long time ago.  Even so, is the Good News 

any different today?  No, it is the same Good News but it is even greater news than that 

day, maybe in another church, where you professed your faith before God and the 

congregation there that day. 

 I say greater because each and every one of you has had experiences where 

Jesus worked in your lives.  You have personal experiences that you can tell others of 

how He came through for you, experiences that others can’t refute because you went 

through them.  You sweated it out wondering how it would turn out, thinking there was 

no way or wondering how the Lord was going to deliver you.   

 What were those questions that ran through your mind?  What feelings came 

over you?  What did it feel like to have the Lord come through for you, even if you knew 

you didn’t deserve it?  You know you sinned against God and yet what did he do?  Yes, 

He sent Jesus but not only that, He came into your every day life in a way that the 

pressure was taken off you and life seemed to take on a new light. 

 All of you are still breathing air in, even if it is through a mask.  You are still alive 

and yes, as far as I know you still have mouths and tongues to speak and flesh to get 

excited with as you go out into the world around you. 

 There are others who need what you have, and yes, you are allowed to get 

excited about it.  Yes, you can get excited but you also know if the other person doesn’t 

think they need what you have, they might not be interested.   

 How will they know they need what you have?  Paul wrote in Romans 7: Rom. 7:7-

12     What shall we say, then? Is the law sin? Certainly not! Indeed I would not have known 

what sin was except through the law. For I would not have known what coveting really was if the 

law had not said, “Do not covet.”  But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the 

commandment, produced in me every kind of covetous desire. For apart from law, sin is dead.  

Once I was alive apart from law; but when the commandment came, sin sprang to life and I 

died. I found that the very commandment that was intended to bring life actually brought death.  

For sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, deceived me, and through the 

commandment put me to death.  So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, 

righteous and good. 

 Paul said he didn’t know he was a sinner in need of saving without the law.  Others in 

our lives may need to hear the law.  Those that are comfortable in their sin, need to hear the 
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law, so that they can understand they have a dire need.  That need is the saving message of 

the Gospel because they are sinners who are in danger of eternal death, hell unless they have 

the same thing you have been given, faith.   They need to hear, there is a cure and you know 

how to get it. 

 Some say we should maybe charge big bucks for the cure and they might want it more 

but how can we charge for something we have been given as a gift?  It is to be given away even 

though we know we can’t give it away to where we don’t have any, anymore.  No, in giving it 

away, what we have becomes even more precious to us and our excitement grows to where we 

can’t keep it to ourselves. 

 Kind of strange it works that way.  Kind of like a whole in a dam.  As the water flows out, 

it erodes the sides of the hole, making the hole bigger, the water flowing out with even more 

volume.  Pretty soon, it can’t be plugged up anymore as the dam bursts out to flow upon all. 

 Jesus said in the Gospel lesson for today: Matt. 9:37-38 . . . “The harvest is plentiful but 

the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest 

field,”   

 Today you are confirming your faith in Jesus and what He has done for you.  You 

have reached the point that what you have learned is to be put into action even though 

up until now you may have witnessed to your faith already.  You are workers in the 

harvest field.  You, along with all of us are to be laborers in the harvest field.  Some 

have planted the Word, some have watered it.  The Holy Spirit has been working not 

only in your life but in the lives of those Jesus brings into your lives.  You have the 

opportunity and the privilege to tell the Good News of the Savior, your Savior and mine, 

of the hope you have because of what Jesus has done for all. 

 You have done what it has taken to get you this far.  You will need 

encouragement and yes you will need to keep learning as you continue to live in this 

ever changing world.  Oh, God’s Word never changes but the world around us and how 

we use the Word does change.  There are many others who are having to deal with the 

world as well and as we get together with the Word, we get to learn from each other 

with the Word in the midst of us all.  We need to learn how to get the Word out in this 

changing world.  We need each other as the Holy Spirit works in us, in other Christians 

and even in unbelievers as He prepares hearts, harden hearts that need to be prepared 

as  a field full of rocks that need to be removed before it can be planted, watered and 

harvested.  You are continually being used for that as you tell others how they have 

been saved by His life. 


