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Guarded through Faith 
1 Peter 1:3-9 

April, 19, 2020 
 

 What are we waiting on with this Corona Virus?  We can take all sorts of 

precautions, but if that little bug is somewhere at just the right time, the right conditions, 

it will come upon us and who knows what will happen.  Sure if you have certain factors 

in your life that lessen your ability to fend it off, you will get to see Jesus, just a little 

quicker than the rest of us, if that is what the Lord has in mind for you. 

 We may have thought that if we had a vaccine for it, then we wouldn’t have to 

worry anymore but we all know there have been vaccines for years for other flu viruses 

and people die of it, in the tens of thousands, so even with a vaccine, if the Lord calls, 

there is no way we can resist, we have to throw ourselves on His great mercy and 

promises. 

 We might look to God’s Word, to see how He showed mercy to others, maybe, 

He might keep us alive awhile longer.  Face it, we are all going to die some day.  These 

bodies are going to succumb to one thing or another, maybe to that limit God placed on 

life after the flood.   

 I now have to give you and aside.  I know it says that man’s life shall be 120 

years but we also know men after the flood lived much longer, yes, tapering off to where 

120 years is about the limit these days but suppose one lives longer?  Is God’s Word 

wrong?  Some probably think so but as I went to find exactly where God said it, it was in 

Genesis 6 verse 3 by the way, I found a good reason for 120 being a good number but 

not a definite cut off day on your 120th birthday or maybe the day before the 121st. 

 If we were to look at the text around the 120 years, we will see the context deals 

with people, in fact all the people except 8 out of millions or even billions were nothing 

but rotten.  How long did God give them to live?  About 120 years.  Interesting, God 

always let people hang themselves.  He would let them continue on in their sin, yes 

wanting them to turn from evil but eventually, due to His great mercy but being just, He 

would come down on them in their sin and many things happened in the case of the 

flood but also in other cases, one, where the earth swallowed them up as in the case in 

the wilderness, others where nations came and wiped out a bunch and hauled off many 

others or even sometimes there would be plague that wiped out many. 

 What can we take from all this, God is patient and shows mercy but He is also 

just and even His patience wears thin when people turn against Him.  All life is in His 
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hands, good and evil alike.  Yes, He allows so much but in the end in this life, it is just a 

matter of time till all die. 

 What about the life to come though?  There is life past this life.  We look forward 

to that “time” past this time.  Our sure hope is in the promise of Jesus that He made to 

that guy hanging next to Him on the cross, that Good Friday, “Today, you will be with 

Me in paradise.”  It would be just a short time until he breathed his last and was with 

Jesus. 

 Some may consider us a little crazy, following a man who was said to have died 

and rose again.  They haven’t seen dead people come to life like that, after three days.  

They are like Thomas who had to see to believe but even though we haven’t seen, we 

believe.  Why is that?  Because in the waters of baptism, there was more than just 

some tap water and a few words, where names were proclaimed, yes there was so 

much more going on.  Through that water and Word Holy Spirit came as was promised, 

the third person of the Trinity was to come, come to cause a new birth, the birth 

Nicodemus had such a hard time figuring out, the birth from spiritual death, inherited 

from Adam and Eve to that new birth of spiritual life, the life we now live, live in faith.  

 Yes we have been reborn, reborn into life from death but the world of Noah’s 

day, that evil continues on, past 120 years, past the flood, on to the days of Jesus and 

His death that conquered death, till that day He comes again to separate the sheep 

from the goats, to gather the believers who haven’t succumbed to the faith stealing 

world, the devil and our own old Adam which fights against the faith. 

 If left to our own, the Bible says, would there be faith on earth when He comes 

again?  We see so much faith succumbing to death again but let all creation praise God 

that He is using His power to guard us through that faith He has given us so that no 

matter what we have to go through, temptations, sickness, wars and rumors of wars, we 

will find ourselves next to Jesus with His promise, “Today, you will be with me in 

paradise”. 

 We note how Peter put it.  He talks of rejoicing through all this. Rejoicing even 

while this faith is tested, even from the frying pan into the fire, so much so, that it 

survives the fire only to come out of it better than all the gold in the world.   

 Think about it.  What is your life worth?  What would your give for your life?  

Would you stay holed up for awhile just to have it awhile longer?  Just how much 

freedom would you give up?  Would you turn against the very one who gave you life to 

have a little while longer on this earth that you have gotten so used to? 
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 So many have given up the freedom we have been given by Jesus.  Like that 

seed sown, some received life those baptismal waters dried up, and like seed on a path, 

never had anything to take hold of, and the birds took it away.  Others took root all right 

but they were ones who had sponsors and parents who knew it was good to have their 

child baptized but that was about it.  They didn’t really trust in the Word that much, living 

life the way they saw fit.  Then there are those who had the Word, they may have even 

have gone through confirmation classes and even got confirmed, but on their own with 

the freedom they had, the world and the devil and even their own sinful nature was 

against them and they succumbed, not really believing all that stuff about life after this 

life, besides that is in the future, there is life to be lived, NOW. 

 Have you ever thought of what it is going to be like that day, when we will stand 

in our own flesh before Jesus?  We will have nothing to give Him other than to 

ourselves, the very people Jesus went to the cross to purchase for His own.  He is the 

Great Shepherd, who watches over the flock to keep it safe for Himself.  He died to 

save the flock and He continues to keep it guarding it through the faith He placed in us 

until we die and are with Him or until He comes bodily again to separate, for one last 

time, those who have faith from those who do not. 

 The text from Peter talks of the faith we are being guarded until Jesus comes 

again.  We know that our faith has come through the water and the Word by the Holy 

Spirit.  We know we were given faith to believe.  We know Jesus went to that cross to 

died because of OUR sin and yet even though He suffered because of us, He not only 

rose for Himself but for us.  Yes, He rose bodily from that grave, a body that ate and 

drank and was seen my hundreds or more before that very body ascended to heaven. 

 Yes, that body is very much alive.  He is living eternally.  He is living and still 

giving of Himself.  Just as He gave His very body and blood that night in that upper 

room before He went to the cross, He continues to come to us bodily, in the bread and 

wine we partake of at His supper for us. 

 Thomas and all who doubt the promise of Jesus have had their faith tried.  

Thomas needed to see with His own eyes.  He needed to see the nail scarred hands 

and see the side where that spear pierced.  We, today don’t need to see with physical 

eyes but the eyes of faith, given us and guarded by the Holy Spirit living in us to take us 

through to the day we leave this life to live with Him; that day when we will eat with Him, 

bodily, that day when He comes to separate those who have rejected His promise to 
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them from those who saw the faith they were given as precious gift, more precious than 

gold. 

 We love Jesus, who for the joy set before Him went to the cross for us.  He died 

for His enemies, knowing that some, given faith through the water and the Word would 

thrive in that faith and would yield thirty, sixty and even a hundred fold. 

 Seed had to be sown.  The Word had to be scattered.  God wants His Word to go 

out to the world.  He knows that it will go out and accomplish what He wants it to 

accomplish and even though not all of it will yield like we might want, He wants it to go 

out to all, even though it may further harden some as they choose to go against the very 

life giver Jesus, looking to themselves and this world instead of Him. 

 We are living in times where we may not get out to witness to others and yet, we 

have been provided various sources in order to communicate with others.  Who has 

Jesus brought to mind lately for you?  What about contacting them, opening up a 

conversation about what is going on and how no matter what happens, you have that 

living hope because you know your future, now but especially for the life you are going 

to live past this life. 

 We all have probably thought more of our lives or how these lives may be 

shortened for us and for those we love.  If we are thinking about it, what about those we 

know and love who don’t trust in Jesus as their Savior and deliverer?   

  We could sure use a vaccine or some treatment to lessen deaths because of 

this virus but are we around just to save our physical lives, to live for awhile and then 

die like every other breathing thing?  Paul wrote to the Corinthians in his first letter: 1Cor. 

15:19 If in Christ we have hope  in this life only,  we are of all people most to be pitied. 

 The faith we have been given is for the life now and for the life to come.  If it is 

just for now, even though we know how precious it is now, then what good is it.  No, the 

faith we have been given is looking forward past this life and all it has to offer, even 

though as many have said the golden years of life are golden because it takes a lot of 

“gold” in order to live them out. 

 As Peter wrote, God us guarding us until that day, Jesus, our salvation is going 

to come again, revealing to all that He is alive and as He promised He is going to come 

again to separate believers from unbelievers, some to eternal death and we to eternal 

life forever with Him, in a new heaven and earth where we will live with new bodies that 

will not have to deal with the things in this world that seek to take faith away but will live, 

guarded through faith which we can see forever. 


