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WELCOME TO TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1505 College Avenue,  Alamogordo, New Mexico 88310-4861 
SUNDAY, April 18, 2021 

 

Pastor Donavon W. (Bill) Heithold, Jr. Office:  437-1482  

E-mail:  tlchurchlcms@yahoo.com Website:  www.trinityalamogordo.org 
Bible Classes and Sunday School, 9:00 AM, Divine Service 10:15 AM 

 

THE ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR 

THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

DIVINE SERVICE SETTING THREE 
 

TRINITY RINGERS  “REJOICE, THE LORD IS KING” 
 

OPENING HYMN “O HOLY SPIRIT, ENTER IN”     LSB 913 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Public domain 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

mailto:tlchurchlcms@yahoo.com
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Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

Pastor:   Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: Who made heaven and earth. 
Pastor: I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
People: and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
Pastor: O almighty God, merciful Father, 
People: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever of-

fended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for 
them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.  Amen. 

 

Pastor: Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce 
the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

PSALM  4  
Pastor: 1Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! 
People: You have given me relief when I was in distress. Be gracious to me and hear my prayer! 
Pastor: 2O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? 
People: How long will you love vain words and seek after lies? 
Pastor: 3But know that the LORD has set apart the godly for Himself; 
People: the LORD hears when I call to Him. 
Pastor: 4Be angry, and do not sin; 
People: ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent.  
Pastor: 5Offer right sacrifices, 
People: and put your trust in the LORD. 
Pastor: 6There are many who say, “Who will show us some good? 
People: Lift up the light of your face upon us, O LORD!” 
Pastor: 7You have put more joy in my heart 
People: than they have when their grain and wine abound. 
Pastor: 8In peace I will both lie down and sleep; 

People: for You alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety. 
 

GLORIA PATRI 
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KYRIE 

 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People: ♫ And with thy spirit. 
Pastor:   Let us pray. 
ALL: O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your faithful 

people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
♫ Amen.   

 

FIRST READING  --  ACTS 3:11-21 
 

Reader:  The first reading for the third Sunday of Easter is from the third chapter of Acts. 
 

11While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico called Solomon’s, astounded. 
12And when Peter saw it he addressed the people: “Men of Israel, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at 
us, as though by our own power or piety we have made him walk? 13“The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His servant Jesus, Whom you delivered over and denied in the presence 
of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. 14But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer 
to be granted to you, 15and you killed the Author of life, Whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 
16And His name—by faith in His name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is 
through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all. 17“And now, brothers, I know that you 
acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18But what God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ 
would suffer, He thus fulfilled. 19Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out, 20that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus, 21whom 
heaven must receive until the time for restoring all the things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets 
long ago.  
 

Reader:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 

 

THE GRADUAL   (adapted from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalms 8:6) 
Pastor:   Christ has risen from the dead. 
People: [God the Father] has crowned Him with glory and honor, 
Pastor: He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands; 
People: He has put all things under His feet. 
 

THE EPISTLE  --  1 JOHN 3:1-7 
 

Reader:  The Epistle reading is from the third chapter of First John. 
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1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason 
why the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be 
has not yet appeared; but we know that when He appears we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is. 
3And everyone who thus hopes in Him purifies himself as he is pure. 4Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also 
practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know that He appeared to take away sins, and in Him there is no sin. 
6No one who abides in Him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either seen Him or known Him. 7Little 
children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as He is righteous.  
 

Reader:    This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:    Thanks be to God. 


ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL --  LUKE 24:36-49 
 

Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the twenty-fourth chapter. 
People:  ♫ Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

36As they were talking about these things, Jesus Himself stood among them, and said to them, “Peace to you!” 37But 
they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit. 38And He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and 
why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39See My hands and My feet, that it is I myself. Touch Me, and see. For a spirit 
does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and 
His feet. 41And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, He said to them, “Have you anything here to 
eat?” 42They gave Him a piece of broiled fish, 43and He took it and ate before them. 44Then He said to them, “These 
are My words that I spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about Me in the Law of Moses and 
the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said 
to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that repentance 
and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses 
of these things. 49And behold, I am sending the promise of My Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed 
with power from on high.” 
 

Pastor:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People:  ♫ Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

THE NICENE CREED 
 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
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     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY    “ALL PRAISE TO THEE, MY GOD THIS NIGHT”   LSB 883 

VERSES 1-5 

 

 

 
 

5 When in the night I sleepless lie, 

My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply; 

Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 

No pow’rs of darkness me molest. 
Public domain 

 

THE SERMON   “JOY IN MY HEART” 
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THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

COMMUNION STATEMENT 
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated by this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord 
gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of 
sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites us to His table as He forgives and 
loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes.   
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:29-
30) and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet 
instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, you are asked to refrain until you first speak with the Pastor 
or an elder. 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 


PREFACE 

 

 

  

  

  

  
 

PROPER PREFACE 
Pastor: It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God.  And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day for 
the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us 
and bore the sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has 
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses 
of the resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify 
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

WORDS OF OUR LORD 
Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 

broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

PAX DOMINI 

 

  
 

AGNUS DEI 
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DISTRIBUTION & DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
“ALL MANKIND FELL IN ADAM’S FALL”   LSB 562 

 

 

 

 
“JESUS CHRIST, OUR BLESSED SAVIOR” LSB 627 
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DISMISSAL 
Pastor The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlast-

ing. Depart T in peace. 

People: Amen. 
 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING 

 

  
 

THANKSGIVING 
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Pastor: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and fervent love 
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: ♫Amen 
 



THE SALUTATION AND BENEDICAMUS 
Pastor The Lord be with you. 
People: ♫And with thy spirit. 
 

Pastor: Bless we the Lord. 
People: ♫Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

People: ♫Amen, Amen, Amen 
 
 

CLOSING HYMN     “LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD”   LSB 655 

 

 

 
 

Public domain 

 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crosway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used 
by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

NEXT WEEK'S TEXTS:  Psalm 23; Acts 4:1-12; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 

NEXT WEEK:  We have all seen the ASPCA commercials. Would we consider the owners of those pitiful animals   
“Good shepherds”? 

 

TODAY’S LIGHT READERS 
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TODAY’S LIGHT:  Hosea 14; Joel 1—3; Amos 1--3 

1.   If a swarm of locusts and drought decimated all of our gardens and farmers’ fields, what would you worry about? This 
happened to Joel. Which of his main concerns is on your list? See Joel 1:9, 13, 15.  Where did Joel turn for help (Joel 
1:19)?  Pray for your church as it is impacted by world events.   

2.  “It’s inevitable!” You’ve heard people say that about a variety of things. Name some things that you think of as inevitable. 
In Amos 3, the Lord told Amos that certain things were inevitable (Amos 3:3–6). What were they? What is the Lord’s 
point (Amos 3:2, 10–11, 14–15)? A hint at other inevitabilities can be found in Amos 3:12. What else is inevitable? 
Look at these Scripture passages: John 3:16; 1 John 1:7; 2 Timothy 4:18; John 14:19; Hebrews 9:28; Philippians 1:6. 
Praise God for His faithful love toward us in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

****** 

LCMS STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

1 John 3:2 – “Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.” The essence of our sanctification is 
becoming like our Lord. As St. John notes, this will only be completed in the Resurrection. In the meantime, we strive toward 
that goal because we want to walk in the footsteps of our Lord. By His grace we share His destiny in eternal life, and 
therefore we desire to share His life of service now. 
 

LIFE QUOTES FROM LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

April 18 “Hang on to Jesus, my dear friend. In Him and Him alone is true life—both now and forever. Though God’s work 
in the world may be hard to understand sometimes, we rejoice and celebrate as we look forward to all that He has in store 
for us.” Rev. Dr. Oswald Hoffman, The Lutheran Hour –A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life — www.lutheransforlife.org 

 

LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE CHURCH YEAR 

April 18 – Easter III – “Repentance and forgiveness should be proclaimed in His name to all” (Luke 24:47). We should 
proclaim repentance and forgiveness even unto those who promote or take part in sins against the sanctity of life. If God 
blots out our guilt for killing the Author of life (Acts 3:15, 19), will He not do so for those who have had a hand in abortions? 

******* 

T H I S    W E E K 

SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2021 THROUGH SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2021 

DATE  TIME    EVENT 

SUNDAY 9:00 A.M. Christian Education Hour 
 10:15 A.M. Divine Worship/Communion 
  Mission Sunday -- LHMI 
MONDAY  Pastor on Vacation 

 5:30 P.M. Bell Choir Practice 
TUESDAY   Pastor on Vacation 
 9:30 A.M. Ruth Bible Study 
WEDNESDAY        Pastor on Vacation  
 9:00 A.M. Men’s Bible Study 
 10:30 A.M TOPS 
 5:00 P.M. TOPS 
 5:30 P.M. Garrett Anderson’s Senior Recital 
  Great Room 
THURSDAY  Pastor on Vacation 
 6:00 P.M. Love INC 
FRIDAY  Pastor on Vacation 

http://www.lutheransforlife.org/
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SATURDAY  Pastor on Vacation 
SUNDAY 9:00 A.M.  Christian Education Hour  

 10:15 A.M. Divine Worship 
  Pastor on Vacation 
  

  
 

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The flowers adorning the chancel area this morning have been placed to the glory of God by  
Rick and Nora Sotak in honor of their 48th wedding anniversary. 

******* 
 

YOU ARE INVITED To  

Garrett Anderson’s Senior Trombone Recital 

Accompanied by Darice Palmier 

April 21, 2021   ---   5:30 P.M. 

Great Room at Trinity Lutheran Church 

 

******* 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

MISSION SUNDAY: Today is Mission Sunday. The mission for April is The Lutheran Hispanic Missionary Institute in El 
Paso. 
 

LWML: Our April/May Mission Project is to start collecting for National Convention In-Gathering. Information is on the 
LWML.org website, and flyers will come out sometime soon.  Several of us are planning on going to Lexington, KY!!  Hurray!  
We will send out more information, if we decide to do a May Social or Retreat at a later date. 
 

CHURCH DIRECTORY: If you have changed your address or telephone number please let the church office know so we 
can update the church directory and print a new one. 
 

USHERS NEEDED: In preparation for opening our services we need to establish our usher teams once again. We need 
four ushers per service to pass the collection plates, count attendance and pick-up bulletins and other left behind items. To 
limit service to one Sunday a month we will need 16 ushers. Please contact Bob Klose, Vice President, if you are willing to 
serve. 
 

THIS WEEK ON KFUO.org, renew, resume, or begin your partnership with KFUO Radio during Sharathon 2021 on April 
22-24. We rely on support from our faithful listeners like you in order to continue to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ around 
the globe. Give now at kfuo.org/sharathon! 
 

WORSHIP ANEW is a National Lutheran TV program sponsored by Terry Marquardt of Marquardt Eye Associates and 
Trinity Lutheran Church of Alamogordo. It’s on KVBA Vision Broadcasting, on Sunday at 12:30 p.m. or Wednesdays at 11:30 
a.m. It’s streaming on KVBATV.org or 14.1 Digital, 19 Analog, 22 Cable. (times listed below) 

Sunday  5:30 AM  Sunday   12:30 PM 
Wed. 11:30 AM  Friday 8:00 AM 
Friday  2:00 PM  Friday 6:30 PM 

******* 

LWML 
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2021 LVR (LUTHERAN VALLEY RETREAT)  

2021 ONLINE AUCTION 

APRIL 17TH 8:00 AM MDT – MAY 1ST, 8:00 PM MDT 

UNFAILING  --  PSALM 13:5 

All proceeds from this auction go toward helping children, youth, and families in need attend camp as well as keeping 
costs affordable for all.  Register online at lvr.org.  

 

OUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S GRACE 
 

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021 WORSHIPPED:  60 
HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 1ST: GENERAL FUND:   $520.00 
GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL2ND: GENERAL FUND:   $750.00 
EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4TH:  GENERAL FUND:   $5,488.00 
SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021: GENERAL FUND:   $2,644.00 
DOLLAR PROJECT:  $9.00 
FLOWERS:    $72.00 
GUEST ORGANIST: $450.00 
MEMORIAL – IRMA TENOPIR:  $50.00 
MISSION-LUTHERAN HISPANIC MISSIONARY INST.: $92.00 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
ASSISTING IN OUR WORSHIP TODAY 

 

HOSTS:                  Virginia Nielsen ELDER:     Jim Wilkes  
 Tammy Thede ACOLYTE:      Zac  Sanchez 
ALTAR GUILD: Gayan Moore TELLERS: Cheryl Sandenaw 
 Cheryl Richey  Linde Van Cleave 
ATTENDANCE:     Mary Leslie Schmitt  
USHERS:   
1ST LESSON: Louis Mauriot 2ND LESSON:   Ruth Wilkes 
 

ASSISTING IN OUR WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY, APRIL 25TH      
HOSTS:              Gerald & Gayan Moore  ELDER:    Jim Wilkes 
    ACOLYTE:      Ryan Sebring 
ALTAR GUILD:     Gayan Moore TELLERS: Lola Ableidinger 
 Cheryl Richey  Nora Sotak 
ATTENDANCE:     Mary Leslie Schmitt   
USHERS:   
1ST LESSON:           George Schweers                                     2ND LESSON:        Marianne Schweers 

******* 
 

Please join us…. 
 

Love INC OF OTERO COUNTY’S  

6th Annual Shredding Event 
 

Sponsored by Thrivent Financial 
 

Saturday May 1, 2021 
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Bethel Baptist Church Parking Lot 
1316 Scenic Drive 

9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
For more information Please call (575) 439-4812) 

 

Bring your personal documents and for a Donation you can have them professionally shredded! 
(Businesses please call for prior approval) 
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HEAVENLY FATHER, WE COME TO YOU IN 

PRAISE AND PRAYER 
 

FOR COURAGE, GRACE, FAITH, AND HEALING WITHIN YOUR WILL 
 

 

 

Steve Agnew, Kay Burger, Michael Burger, Allen & Belinda Burmeister, Arlene Calixto, Patty Carr, Reese Chandler, 
Katrina Clark,Paul Douglas, George Gamage, Robin Haymes, David Hernandez, Greg Hodgdon, Wayne Holmes,  

Scout Hughes, Ronda Jones, Shannon Jones, Jess King, Janie Landig, Gary Lundsey, Stacey Maddox, Janet Marsh, 
Jerry Miller, Chad Parks, Logan Radford, Susan Rentschler, Lynn Skinner, Ginger Smith, Judy Smith, Marylin Spain., 

Robert Spain, Lauren Stewart, Aileen Walther, Betty Wilkes, Christopher Wolfe, Martyrs for the faith, Our Nation’s Leaders 

                                              
We also pray for those who are on the long-term prayers in the Trinitarian. 

 
FOR FRIENDS AND FAMILY IN THE MILITARY 

Tom Bass, Shannon Bowman, Zac Collins, Matthew Dommers, Caleb Jaecks, Jason Lee, Natasha Thomas, Tanner 
Wedd, and all troops serving in harms way 

 
 
 

LEST WE FORGET 
   
  

PRAISES AND THANKSGIVING 
  
 

FOR OUR HOMEBOUND 
 Fermanda Albini, Lois Babcock, Lothar Butzkies, Hellen Daily, Rodney Greer, Denise Griffiths,  

Clarence Hust, Shirley Hill, Connie Johnson, Pete & May Simank 
 

**** 

AMEN 
PRAYER REQUEST CARDS 

If you wish to place a name on the prayer list, you must complete a blue prayer request card.  The cards are located 
on the credenza to the right as you leave the sanctuary. If the individual needs to remain on the prayer list, the 
requester will have to update the request card every two weeks by calling the church office or completing a new card. 
If not updated after two weeks on the weekly prayer list, each name will be transferred to the extended prayer list which 
will be published in the Trinitarian. 
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“HERE I STAND” Sunday 

 
Luther Faces the Diet 

The next afternoon the emperor’s herald and marshal went to Luther’s room.  To avoid the crowds, they led Luther through 

a garden and through the back door of the bishop’s palace.  Here in a second-floor room the emperor, the electors, and the 

German princes were gathered, waiting to see what Luther would do.  Before long Luther stood face to face with his emperor. 

 The marshal spoke first.  “Remember,” he warned Luther, “you are not to speak except when asked a question.” 

 Now the chairman of the meeting, John Eck, took over, (This, by the way, was not the John Eck with whom Luther 

had debated at Leipzig.)  Eck greeted the emperor, the princes, and the clergymen.  Next he turned to Luther.  “Martin 

Luther,” he began, “you are here by invitation of the emperor and the diet.  You have just two questions to answer.”  Then, 

pointing to a pile of books on the table before him, he asked:  “Do you admit that you have written these books?  And do 

you defend them all, or are you ready to recant what you have said in them?” 

 Luther was just about to answer when his lawyer, a Wittenberg professor named Jerome Schurf, broke in to request, 

“Please have the titles read.”  This was done.  In all, twenty-five titles were recited. 

 Now Luther was ready to answer, at least in part.  “Yes, the books are mine; I deny none of them,” he said.  “But 

the second question I can’t answer at this time.  It has to do with faith and the salvation of souls and the Word of God.  

Therefore I humbly beg Your Imperial Majesty to give me time to think, so that I may answer without violence to the Word 

of God or danger to my soul.” 

 Charles and the diet talked over Luther’s request.  Finally Eck told Luther, “Even though you don’t deserve any 

special favors, the emperor in his mercy has agreed to give you twenty-four hours to think over your answer.” 

 

“God Help Me!” 

 Luther left the hall and returned to his room.  Why had he not been ready to answer the second question?  He 

realized that he would be confessing not only to the emperor, but to God Himself. This frightened him.  He wanted time to 

make doubly sure.  And so he thought and talked with friends and prayed.  Finally Luther made up his mind.  Taking a pen 

in hand, he outlined his answer. 

 April 18, 1521, was a warm sticky day.  But almost every member of the diet was on hand for the afternoon session.  

In fact, so many came that a larger meeting room had to be found.  Even then only the emperor and a few officials had 

room to sit.  All Worms was excited, wondering what Luther’s answer would be. 

 The marshal called for Luther at four o’clock.  They walked to the bishop’s palace.  Luther, however, had to wait 

until six o’clock before entering the meeting hall.  Finally, just a candles and torches were being lit, Luther was ordered 

brought before the diet. 

 Luther took his place.  John Eck repeated the unanswered question:  “Do you defend all your books, or are you 

ready to recant what you have said in them?” 

 This time Luther did not hesitate.  “Most serene emperor, most noble princes, most merciful lords, these books are 

all mine, but they are not all the same kind.  One kind deals with simple Christian truths about faith and life that even my 

enemies don’t object to.  If I denied them I would be the only one of my friends and enemies to do so.” 

 “Another kind,” Luther continued, “complain about the false teachings and evil doings of Rome.  They show how 

the pope and his followers are destroying Germany.”  Here the emperor broke in to object, but Luther would not be stopped.  

“No, I cannot deny these books, because if I did, I would be opening the door to even worse evils for my country.” 

 And finally Luther came to the third class of books.  “In these” he said, “I attacked certain persons whom I thought 

to be enemies of the Gospel.  I admit that I may have used unkind language here and there. For this I apologize.  But I can’t 

take back what I have said in defending God’s truth.  If I did, then sin and evil would increase their power.  Show me from 
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the Bible where I have taught falsely.  If you can, then I will be the first to burn my books.  Your Majesty, I put myself in your 

hands.   Please do not let my enemies make you angry at me without a good reason.” 

 Luther had finished.  But had he really answered the question?  The emperor, Eck, and a few other officials left the 

room to discuss Luther’s words.  They decided that he had not given a clear answer. 

 All talking stopped when the emperor and his advisers returned to the hall.  Eck looked at Luther and said, “Martin 

we are not interested in your argument about what the Bible does or does not say.  Hus, Wyclif, and the other heretics have 

always talked about this.  What give you the right to think you know more than all the popes, the church fathers, and the 

councils?  I now ask you, Martin – and answer clearly and without any double-talk – do you or do you not recant your books 

and the errors in them?” 

 This was it.  Luther had to answer.  Beads of sweat appeared on his face as he began. “Since Your Majesty and 

your lordships want a simple, clear and true answer, I will give it.  Unless I am convinced by the teachings of Holy Scripture 

or by sound reasoning – for I do not believe either the pope or councils alone, since they have often made mistakes and 

have even said the exact opposite about the same point – I am tied by the Scriptures I have quoted and by my conscience.  

I cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither safe nor right.  God help me! Amen.” 
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