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 What did you think of the first verse of the text for today?  Don’t be surprised at 

the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you.  I’m a Christian, I don’t do anything to 

any one.  I want to live in peace, in freedom.  But what is God telling us through Peter?  

Face it people, as Christians, if you are living as a Christian you should expect to suffer.  

Suffer, even if you didn’t do anything that should warrant suffering.   This isn’t suffering 

for something you did wrong or didn’t do quite right.  This is suffering because you are a 

Christian and someone else knows it. 

 Easily solved right?  Just live your life, keeping your head down away from the 

line of fire.  The problem is, too many live their lives like that.  They hunker down and 

don’t do anything that gives themselves away.  People can’t tell if they are a Christian or 

not.  They live, almost in fear that someone may notice, and heaven forbid they might 

even ask you for the reason for the hope you have. 

 You can live in fear or in joy of who you are as a Christian, ready, every day to be 

a witness, not only with your actions but also with that thing between your nose and 

your chin that is not only there to feed with food and water but it is also used to proclaim 

the mercies of the one who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

 As Christians we want others to know what we know, to have what we have.  

Yes, many of us have never have known what it is like to be an unbeliever.  We were 

baptized as infants, before we knew what it was to be an unbeliever.  No, we don’t 

know what it is like for those who never knew Jesus and His salvation.  Oh, we grew in 

our knowledge of what we had been given but always we knew, Jesus went to that 

cross for us, to shed His blood so that we would be with Him forever, here and in 

eternity. 

 As we are going into the world God has placed us in, Peter tells us that we are 

going to suffer.  He tells of one who doesn’t want you to live in freedom.  No, even 

though he was defeated on the cross, Jesus having finished the battle there, he still has 

a voice, a roar like a lion that can instill fear and yet it is like a repetitive tape that keeps 

it up even though we should know he has been defeated and he can only do as much 

as Christ will allow or that we will let him if we don’t rest on the faith we have been 

given. 



 

 2 

 We are as Peter wrote, to: 1Pet. 5:6-8     Humble yourselves, therefore, under the 

mighty hand of God so that at the proper time He may exalt you, casting all your 

anxieties on Him, because  He cares for you.  Be sober-minded;  be watchful. 

 He says we should humble ourselves, not thinking the Christianity that we have 

is because we have done something so great, so bravely but realize it is not us but our 

Savior, Jesus Christ.  When suffering comes, we should see it as natural, in this sin 

filled world, where Satan has been conquered but is still is around, like that junk yard 

dog with that long chain.  Yes, if you get within the range of that chain it may not go well 

with you, but outside of it he can bark and roar but the chain Jesus has put on him is 

going to keep him at bay. 

 We don’t like to suffer though.  We would like to go through life without suffering 

and yet we only have to look back a month or so to Good Friday where our Savior 

suffered for us, taking on our sin, sin that we should have had to suffer for but instead 

we were released from that punishment.  What we have to endure is nothing like the 

suffering if we were given what our sins deserve.  We may have to suffer, even death 

but even if it gets to that point, very well, we will get to be with our Savior that much 

quicker and our witness, even in death will be an example to that old toothless lion that 

he is defeated by the male child promised to Adam and Eve.  

 Satan is still around.  He is trying to cause harm to those that trust in Jesus for 

their lives and their deaths and just as He rose from the grave, we too will rise bodily to 

ascend and be with Him forever on the last day. 

 Our hope and future are secure in Him, so what is it with the statement by Peter 

in verse 18 of chapter 4, “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the 

ungodly and the sinner?”  It is a paraphrase of Proverbs 11:21 which says: Be assured,  

an evil person will not go unpunished, but  the offspring of the righteous will be delivered.   

 Peter knows the evil person is going to get his, eventually, but the believer may 

find himself in need of deliverance from the evil one and the evil around him.  We 

normally think no only of what Jesus went through on the cross but then the next person 

is Job who had everything imaginable happen to him as he lost everything important to 

him except his God and yes, his Savior.  He didn’t have Jesus as we do but he had the 

same promise that was promised to Adam and Eve. It was in the future but any promise 

of God is just as if it was in his hand. 
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 He continued trusting in the Lord.  Yes, he was blessed on this earth, eventually 

but even if we aren’t blessed here, we are looking past this life to the life to come when 

yes, we will see with our own eyes, our Savior and what He has planned for us. 

 Many times we have to remind ourselves of what God had Paul write to the 

Corinthians: 1Cor. 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.  

God is faithful, and  he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 

temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

 We will be tempted, we know that, that lion is around and he has many who are 

willing and able to bring about his will.  We see it every day where it seems there is a 

two tiered system.  There is one for Christians and another for others.  Yes, there 

seems to be a target placed on Christians.  It isn’t right and we know it but think about it, 

being a target means there are eyes on you.  If they are on you, then what are they 

looking at when they see you being the Christian you want to be and yes, the one you 

don’t want to be as well? 

 Why not humble ourselves?  Why not shine the hope we have in Jesus, even to 

those who might cause us suffering?  What are people going to see when we love even 

those they see are causing us suffering?  Yes, we complain about it but never should 

we think that we are going to keep it from happening to us.  It is a battle, it is a war that 

we are dealing with.  It is as Paul wrote to the Ephesians: Eph. 6:12 For  we do not 

wrestle against flesh and blood, but against  the rulers, against the authorities, against  

the cosmic powers over  this present darkness, against  the spiritual forces of evil  in the 

heavenly places. 

 Paul writes beginning in verse 10ff, that there are these forces against us but we 

don’t stand up to them with our own power but with what we have been given by God, 

with the whole armor of God, being strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.  

Paul goes through the various parts of the armor and then closes with asking the 

Ephesians to be in prayer for all the saints and even for Paul himself who is in chains, 

that he would continue to open his mouth, that opening between his nose and chin to 

boldly proclaim the mystery of the gospel, so that even in chains he may declare that 

gospel boldly. 

 How did many like Stephen and even Paul speak before bringing the good news 

to scared souls, the hope they had?  They first, many times pointed out the sin of those 

they were talking to.  Stephen was stoned for bringing the law to those around him.  

They weren’t ready for the Gospel because their hearts were still hardened in their sin.  
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Paul was in charge of the coat closet as he watched them pick up stones, to kill 

Stephen.  He too had a heart, hardened against Christians.  He was enraged to such 

and extent, he was going to do all he could to bring this new religion down, even to the 

point of taking time out of his life to hunt them down, even in Damascus. 

 Jesus stepped in with the law in Paul’s life too.  Jesus pointed out how Paul was 

on the wrong side in this fight and blinded him until he could have his eyes washed and 

could see clearly that Jesus was the promised Messiah.  Paul’s heart was changed and 

he repented, did a 180 and used that intense focus, not on Christians but on a world 

that was set on destroying them.  Paul brought the law and the Good News to the 

gentiles, a people adopted by God to be part of His family, of which we are a part. 

 God has made us His own.  Yes, we are His offspring, made His by adoption 

through our baptisms, through the water and the Word.  We have been made family but 

that doesn’t keep us from having to deal with what the world has to offer.  We will have 

to undergo a fiery trial to one extent or the other but even if it comes down to the wire, 

we have that sure hope in Jesus, unlike the ungodly who have a fiery trial to deal with 

forever. 

 Peter writes that we are scarcely saved.  There are so many things to try to take 

away our faith from us.  We hear the roar of the world, following the roar of that lion.  It 

sounds so menacing and yet all the while we need to remember whose we are and who 

it is that dwells in all believers.  He will not leave us as orphans but will continue to be 

with us through it all, encouraging us to live out our lives in Him. 

 We continue to remember who it is that has saved us, who continues to 

strengthen the faith we have been given.  We continue to do good because we know 

that nothing is going to happen to us with God watching over us, keeping our faith in 

Him preserved until that day when all will be brought into His presence, some to eternal 

life and others, to what will befall the ungodly and the sinner. 

 Their hope is in themselves.  That is all they have but ours is in Jesus our Savior.  

Yes, we may have to undergo a fiery trial but we know it is only temporary, knowing that 

just like a scheduled surgery will mean some pain, we can look past that to the promise 

of a new heaven and earth where there will be no more suffering. 

 We have our eyes fixed, not on this life but the life to come.  In the mean time, 

we get to let others know of the salvation that is for them and the rest of the world.  

There are those who very much need what we have been given.  We are scarcely 

saved, but in the end, saved, living the life He has for all who believe to the end. 


