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 Suffering.  How many are suffering these days? It seems all are as things seem 

to be up in the air as to how things are going to work out.  You wake up and check to 

see what has changed in the world overnight and each day there is some new hope and 

some negative information as well.  You try to sort it out but no one seems to have 

things figured out.  Mask, no mask, distancing, how far is far enough? How might it 

affect me?  How long will be before I can be with my family, with my friends? 

 How many have loved ones who are in nursing homes or retirement centers and 

are wondering why even live anymore?  Can being safe be a detriment to life?  What 

worth is safety if there is no freedom to go with it?  So many questions needing, wanting 

answers. 

 We don’t know all that Paul went through when it came to an uncertain future, a 

future quite different he had had before Jesus came to him on the road to Damascus.  

He had been the one to bring suffering into Christians lives but now finds himself at the 

other end of the stick.  He now sees being a Christian brings with it a target on your 

back and with that target comes suffering. 

 I’ve talked about how many of you have had to go through surgery of one kind or 

another.  You had a pre-op consultation where you heard of what was coming.  You 

probably were told of the pain and how long and how much but you still went through 

with it because you were looking past the surgery or procedure to a day when you 

wouldn’t have the excessive pain any more and you could get back what it was once 

like, before. 

 We don’t like things to change but we have been changed.  Our old Adam has 

been shown to be what it is, a constant reminder of what we were, or who we are as 

those who sin, and sin much.  If the old Adam was all we had and had to look forward 

to, we would do anything we could to keep the old Adam appeased, with whatever old 

Adam enjoyment that the devil, the world and the sinful nature can come up with to 

abuse the good gifts of God. 

 The world around us is a world that world challenges our faith even day.  The 

world around us is full of old Adams that don’t know of the world we are now of.  We are 

still in this world but not of it.  No, we are constantly looking past this world that would 

seek to drag us back into its clutches.  We have, as Paul describes, a hope, a hope in 
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something we can’t see or see as if through a fog but knowing who it is that is making 

the promises of life, past this life.  If it was a promise from anyone else, we would 

always wonder if what they promised could be a mistake but we have the promise from 

our Savior that when we leave this life we will be with Him in paradise.  What a promise 

to a thief or even maybe a murderer as we listen to Jesus talking to one of those guys 

next to Him on another cross.  We take comfort in this promise as surely, as the 

promise was good enough for one who deserved, as he said, they deserved to be 

hanging on a cross.  We who aren’t looking at a life sentences nor are on death row 

should be even more assured of the promise to him as being a promise to us as well. 

 If it was just us with that old Adam tugging at us, we would be a hopeless case 

but Jesus before He went back to heaven promised one who would be sent to live with 

us, to live in us, to be our counselor, our comforter, the third person of the Holy Trinity, 

the Holy Spirit.  We now have one who constantly reminds us of who we are in Him and 

of the hope we have.   

 Even with the Holy Spirit, we are still in this world.  With the virus and the race 

war and the war against our history that seems to be going on now, we may wonder 

what is in store for this world, for this nation.  Everything seems to be up in the air and 

we wonder what it is going to be like when the dust settles and if it will for awhile. 

 What we don’t have to wonder about is the calming effect of knowing who we are 

in Him.  We have been made a member of His family and our inheritance isn’t of this 

world but of the world to come where our hope will come to fulfillment of a new heaven 

and earth where we will walk in transformed bodies, bodies that will never groan, never 

have to suffer, never have a day wondering how bad it can get, but instead, looking 

forward to eternity where each day will be better than the last.   

 We look past this life but while we are here, we will have to suffer.  Some, more 

than others but each has their cross to bare.  That cross can be of all sorts.  We don’t 

know why each of us has different crosses but each of us is different and the one who 

made us should know what cross we need, to keep us focused on Him and His will for 

us.  

 We think of this varied suffering, and we ask questions, questions of why me, 

why this suffering when we can’t see how we attributed to it as far as we can tell, as in 

the case of Job.  Some may be caused by others that we have to live with and that is 

hard but we always need to ask ourselves itf this God we serve is up to bringing us 
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through it all.  We know with our heads but what about our hearts?  Are we willing to let 

go and let Him do His will in our lives or with our lives? 

 We think these lives we are living are ours but are they?  Yes, we try to take care 

of them but are we our own or are we caretakers of lives who have been purchased at a 

price, way above what we could pay for.   

 God sent Moses up on that mountain to bring back those two tablets of the law.  

He came back down to an old Adam party going on, celebrating over an idol, made by 

men and not the true God that should have been part of each day as they looked up to 

the top of that cloud covered mountain.  Moses brought back the tablets but his anger 

erupted, and he destroyed the first two and two others had to be made. 

 Those ten commandments, along with many more, set the Israelites apart from 

others so that they would be a light to the Gentiles but as with us, we have this great gift 

as chosen people of God but we don’t shine that light like we should for fear of the 

suffering that might possibly be encountered. 

 It is so easy to stay in our own world, in the security of what we know, what we 

think we can control.  It is so easy just to do nothing but where is your sense of 

adventure of taking on your insecurity knowing that you have the Holy Spirit with you, in 

you, guiding you, interceding with God the Father to work in the situation to have His will 

done. 

 The Lord could do this all on His own but He includes each of us.  We don’t know 

why us over the one we are concerned about.  Why did we have parents who brought 

us to the font?  Why were we in the right place at the right time, praise be to God that 

we were the beneficiaries of something so valuable, made valuable by Jesus who came 

to this world, yes, to suffer.  All this could have been avoided if humans wouldn’t have 

been given a choice.  Some would say it was wrong of God to allow that, to make 

humans that would sin and then risk the possibility that they would choose to reject Him 

and instead want to reject Him to such and extent that they would choose hell over Him. 

 Our empathetic side, thinks God shouldn’t have done that.  Why allow the 

possibility of suffering, of hell?  Yet what are we forgetting?  God is God, our creator 

and He wanted the best for us but so many have chosen what they see as “the best.”  

They as Adam and Eve want to make life decisions for themselves that in many cases 

is not a life choice but a death choice. 

 All of us were conceived in sin.  That one celled us, was a one celled containing 

within it, sin.  Yes, sin has been passed down from our first parents and we have to deal 
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with it in this life.  Our parents brought us to the font to have the Lord make us His own 

through the water and the Word but we still are in this world, creation affected by sin, as 

it waits for the second coming of Jesus, where we will be freed from sin that is easily 

entangles, forever.   

 We too, suffer, not with a hopelessness of no light at the end of tunnel.  No, our 

hope is not one of hope-less-ness but of a sure hope of what awaits all who believe.  

We know as we have been promised that this life is not all there is.  We are looking 

forward to what is not seen but is there, none the less.  We are counting on that as we 

deal with all there is to deal with in this life. 

 We know we are going to suffer in this world.  We don’t like it, but maybe it is a 

reminder to us who have the Holy Spirit that there are those around us who are 

suffering too but we know of an eternal suffering which awaits those who don’t know 

Jesus or at least don’t know the true Jesus our friend and brother. 

 We have the knowledge of the God who loves us, loves us so much that He sent 

Jesus to come into our world to take on man’s sin and pay the price, rising from the 

dead as the firstfruit of all who will rise on the last day to life and not death. 

 We suffer physically but it is this constant suffering not only over our own 

situation but of those we love who we see going down the path that looks like it is to 

death and not life.  Yes, we trust that the Lord knows what is going on and is in control 

of the situation but we question, wonder how we fit in to all this.  What is our next move.  

We call on God and the Holy Spirit is right there to intercede when we are at our wits 

end and maybe don’t even know what to ask of God. 

 Everyone undergoes suffering of one kind or another.  So many these days 

though are feeling the effects of humans who seem to want to cause suffering.  We 

know it is sin raising its ugly head.  It is right out there now for all to see, especially 

since we now have 24hr. news cycle.  Oh, we heard before of what goes on in the big 

cities but so much is going on now.  We see the suffering of parents who lose their little 

children.  We see so much death and destruction that causes suffering that will affect 

people and their livelihoods for years to come. 

 We can pray for those involved, not only those who cause the suffering but for 

those affected.  So we do and as we go about our days, shining the light of Christ to 

those around us, we can be ready to share the hope we have, with all those Jesus 

brings into our lives. 


