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In His Word I hope 
Psalm 130 

June 6, 2021 
 

 I usually call my Mom, who lives in Missouri, one a week.  We talk of what is 

going on with the relatives as two of my brothers and sister as well as many nieces and 

nephews and their families live close by as well.  This past week Mom brought up the 

word “hope” in the Bible.  She has a little problem with it as we normally think of hope as 

something that may or may not happen.  What kind of hope is that?  If our minds come 

across this word while reading and studying, what meaning does this word “hope”, 

normally pop into our minds? 

 It is just as my Mom says, it makes it seem like there is a possibility that what the 

word hope is connected with, might not happen.  We know what that word means to this 

world, because we live in this world and probably have used the word as the world 

does.  We probably use it a lot that way, as we hope it will rain or not rain, we hope that 

we get to see that friend or that the store will have what we want to purchase.  We hope 

that the payment will get there on time or that the kid that is having problems in school 

will pass that test that they are taking, especially when their knowledge of the subject 

was in question even though they put in quite a bit of time studying for it. 

 So when that word “hope” pops up in our reading from God’s Word, what 

normally pops into our minds, all the while knowing that what we have just read is not 

pointing to something that is question but we know that the world’s word for hope is 

throwing it off?  You got it, we have to wrap our minds around it and fight off the thought 

that what is being read is a different hope. 

 Mom thought about this word and me being her pastor son asked why the Bible 

uses that word.  I guess one pastor wasn’t enough because she talked it over with her 

pastor as well. She has come up with another word to substitute for that word and she 

came up with the word promise. 

 It kind of makes sense even thought it isn’t perfect as a promise from God is 

certain even though that word in this world is not like that promise because earthly 

promises are broken all the time.  Is there a possibility of people even taking the word 

“promise” as something that may have a little more backing vs hope but even with a 

promise, people know that a promise may not happen either if circumstances prohibit 

the promise from being fulfilled? 
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 So the question is, why didn't God write something other than hope?  At least 

“promise” does more than leave it totally up in the air doesn’t it?  Why did God use this 

word “hope” that we normally would think, is an ambiguous word?  There has to be a 

reason for it we would think, for we know every word was written with His direction. 

 Does God ever seem to do things “normally”?  So many times He does things 

that we wonder, why?  Why did he not just start over and take out Adam and Eve and 

create a new couple?  Why did He use someone like a Gideon or the youngest son of 

Jesse, David or even Noah who proceeded to plant some grapes and then got drunk?  

He even used a prostitute and a foreigner in the line of His own Son who was to come 

into the world to defeat sin, death and the devil. 

 Jesus was born in the usual way.  God could have placed Him as King without 

Him having to come in the form of a helpless babe, totally dependent on sinful human 

beings to take care of Him.  He could have but didn’t because of the promise He made, 

a promise like all the others that is just as sure as the sun coming over the mountains 

everyday.  He sent Him into that, not so perfect line so that we could see how God loves 

the world so much that He didn’t want us to think that somehow Jesus came from such 

a pure line but through sinful human beings 

 God chose the word “hope”.  While all the world looks at that word and thinks that 

just maybe that hope will come true, hope beyond hope that the thought, the dream 

might one day be a reality, we know we have a hope that is different, different in that it 

is a hope fulfilled by the one who has fulfilled it for those He loves, even those who do 

not yet believe. 

 God doesn’t use the word hope in the same way of the world but what if as we 

are talking to a person and they start using “hope” in the ways of the world?  Can we 

move from the word hope of the world to the word hope we have in God’s Word? 

 We have heard the phrase, “May your dreams come true”.  Isn’t like saying, “I 

hope your dreams come true?”  The world likes to dream, we all have dreams but in our 

whole lives what is the dream that we look forward to that has the most meaning for us 

and for others? For many others it is that their lives have meaning, that they actually 

have lived a life that has made a difference.  What is it for you?  Is it that or is it that 

when this life is over, the Lord will come and take us home?  Our home is not here, it is 

in heaven until that day when there will be a new heaven and earth. 
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 The hope we have is written in His Word.  Adam and Eve looked to this world, to 

that tree to fulfill their hope, it let them down.  After that their new hope was in a 

promise, the promise of a Son, born of a woman and not a woman and a man that they 

then hoped for.  Those in the epistle lesson for today hoped that they too would rise 

after they were dead as Christ rose and Christ pointed out that there is hope except for 

the case of those who blasphemes the Holy Spirit, rejecting the faith that He gives.  

Without faith there is no way, anyone is going to see that sure hope fulfilled.  

 Last week it was brought up that the Lord doesn’t always do things the way we 

might think He should.  He uses people like I mentioned earlier in this sermon that really 

weren’t a whole lot and yet they are remembered even today as people that God made 

great in spite of themselves.  Can’t He also make more of the word hope? 

 Why are we in this world anyway?  Why did He choose to save you and me?  

Were we so good, so influential, so pretty that He just had to have us?  No, we are just 

as bad as the worst, we had no influence that others would just have to believe and as 

far as looks, not too many have asked us to be on the front of a magazine cover.  No, 

He chose just some simple people who He could use to show and tell of the love of a 

great and awesome God who could make our ultimate hope come true. 

 I am sure you are going to hear someone use the word “hope” in the usual way.  

What if you made the point or asked the question what if?  What if you could guarantee 

that “hope” could be more than the world’s hope, that there is a certain hope in God’s 

hope?  You might get laughed at but what if you could tell them of that other hope? 

What if hey would let you tell of God’s “hope” in Jesus, the hope of the world, of Adam 

and Eve and all that came after, the hope of life even after death the hope that is fulfilled 

through the faith given by the Holy Spirit which is available to all. 

 We have been given that faith.  It was a gift given and not earned in any way, 

shape or form.  No, a gift that is so valuable, we would never want to misplace it and yet 

this gift is put on a shelf as if it is so valuable and yet fragile that we don’t want to move 

it and yet in the gift, the full value of that gift can’t be set on a shelf to gather dust.  Its 

value is not in itself but in its being spread to the world. 

 Where in the world does the Lord hope we will spread it?  Yes, you have given to 

send pastor Cramm to Africa.  You have given to all sorts of causes and people with 

your time, talent and treasure, but how did the Psalmist put it, where do you put your 

hope?   
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 The desired hope for the world boils down to hope in His Word, the Word made 

flesh Jesus.  The whole Bible is about Jesus.  It isn’t some instruction book how to live 

our lives but a Book that points to Jesus.  It is how, in the beginning, He brought all that 

is created into existence to the end when all who believe will be raised from the dead to 

have eternal life with Him in a new perfect heaven and earth that will be for all those 

whose hope was not a hope of the earth but the hope of God. 

 Hope, just a 4 letter word and yet in that word, used in the God way it coveys 

something that everyone hopes for.  The problem is, they are hoping their idea of life to 

come is based on a hope that they are good enough, that they have done enough good, 

that they haven’t deserved hell, that the loving God they have heard so much about 

wouldn't send them to hell but welcome them into heaven. 

 The thing of it is, their hope is just that, their hope is the hope world lives under 

and not the hope, the sure hope in the Savior which is something that is more than a 

possibility, is just as sure as the sun coming over the mountains again tomorrow 

morning. 

 Yes, the word hope, the everyday use of it can be confusing to people and 

sometimes we would like the Word to not be confusing.  We who know what the Word is 

talking about and what it means have been given God’s use.  We have been given an 

opportunity to tell of God’s use, the use where all their dreams fulfilled in Jesus. 

 Mom, you are right, it would be so much easier to understand if it was another 

word but who are we to change what the Lord has for us?  Yes, it is not that easy to 

explain and yet, it may be an opportunity to let others know of one greater than 

ourselves who wants to fulfill the hope of eternal life for all in Him. 

 Our hope is in the Word, yes in the whole word but also in THE Word.  No matter 

what is going on in the world, whether all we have is all taken away from from us, we 

still trust in that hope, the hope in the one who will take us to be with Him.  He fulfilled 

that hope as only He could do for that is why He came. 

 Like the song says the hopes and dreams of all the years are fulfilled in thee 

tonight.  That hope was for His first coming.  The hope we have now is in His coming 

again.  We may not know when but we know He is coming again and as we go about 

this life, we are here to let others know of that sure hope that is fulfilled in Him. 


