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I don’t deserve it 

Romans 9:1-5 
August 2, 2020 

 
 When the Pharisees found out what Jesus had done in raising Lazarus from the 

dead, they thought they needed to do something to keep the people from following Him. 

John 11:47-50 So the chief priests and the Pharisees  gathered  the council and said,  

“What are we to do? For this man performs many signs.  If we let Him go on like this, 

everyone will believe in Him, and  the Romans will come and take away both our  place 

and our nation.”  But one of them,  Caiaphas,  who was high priest that year, said to 

them, “You know nothing at all.  Nor do you understand that  it is better for you that one 

man should die for the people, not that the whole nation should perish.” 

 We have heard and read this section of John and understood from what he 

wrote, that Caiaphas was prophesying, whether he knew it or not, that Jesus, the one 

man would die, not only for the nation of Israel but for all mankind. 

 We are reminded of Moses when he came down from the mountain with the two 

tablets to what he thought was the noise of war.  Then he talked to the Lord and said: 

Ex. 32:31b-33 So Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Alas,  this people has sinned a 

great sin. They have  made for themselves gods of gold.  But now, if  you will forgive their 

sin—but if not, please  blot me out of  your book that you have written.” But the LORD 

said to Moses,  “Whoever has sinned against me, I will blot out of my book.  

 Moses knew of his sin in killing the Egyptian and that he was responsible for 

leading the people and he knew like Harry Truman said, “The Buck stops here.”  He 

loved the people under his care and didn’t want to see all those people die.  But God’s 

law was such that the son should not pay the price for the father or the other way 

around.  Even though things may be such that the effects of the sin of the father may be  

seen for few generations but the future for those who trust in Him, His lovingkindness  is 

for a  thousand generations. 

 The people of Moses’ day were punished, many died but in that death, the Lord 

was showing that He not only was a god of mercy but also was a jealous God who 

would not have any so called god take His place in His chosen people. 

 Paul too, in the lesson for today follows the same path as Moses.  He too, aware 

of his sin, saw so many going down the path to destruction and he knew he didn’t 

deserve to be called the Lord’s.  He knew, as a Pharisee, that if it wouldn’t have been 
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for the grace of God in Jesus, he too would be among those Pharisees, still wondering 

what to do with the followers of Jesus. 

 God, through Caiaphas, the high Priest, proclaimed that it would be better for one 

man, the man child that Adam and Eve were promised, that one man should die so that 

the nation of Israel would be saved.  They were the nation promised by the Lord to be 

His, as long as the Triune God remained their God.  The thing is, they had made of 

themselves, golden calves. 

 Paul was willing to give himself up for the people of God, the people who were 

adopted by God, where the hope of the world would come, but God had a different plan 

in mind.  Just as the Lord in the extended pericope for today explained through Paul 

that not all the children of Abraham were children who would be saved through the 

promise.  For Esau his grandchild was a child of he flesh as Paul wrote but Jacob was a 

child of the promise, the promise that there would one day come a male child that would 

solve the problem of sin who would strike the head of Satan, that serpent in the garden, 

conquering sin for all. 

 We, now are the adopted children of that same promise fulfilled in Jesus.  Moses 

and Paul both asked to have themselves blotted out for the people.  Moses was told the 

people would suffer for their own sin as he looked forward to Jesus, even thought He 

hadn’t been born just promised. Paul knew what Moses was told and who it was that 

kept God from accepting Paul’s offer, God instead of blotting Paul out of the Book of 

Life, pointed to that child of the promise, Jesus who took on the sins of the world from 

the garden and Adam and Eve, even to Paul and beyond to us whose guilt for our sin 

has been taken away. 

 We have been adopted into the family of the King.  We know, we don’t deserve it.  

We have done nothing to deserve being adopted, just as those who are adopted in to 

families today do nothing either.  They are picked by those wanting to be their parents. 

 God chose us through Jesus before even the world began to be His.  In fact all 

were chosen and yet, so many reject what is theirs, only they don’t know it.  All they 

have to do is to look round themselves and see sin in the world around them and in 

them.  No one is perfect and if they were to look to what a god should ultimately be, it 

would be a god who is perfect and could not put up with sin.  He would ultimately have 

to be totally good but also just.  If they would search for that God, they would not find 

Him on this earth, in themselves or even in all creation as all creation is not staying the 

same as the perfect God would be. 
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 There are so many who live their whole lives and I don’t think they take time to 

think on those things.  The fast paced world we live in doesn’t help.  The covid virus 

may have made people actually think on such things and as those who are adopted, we 

need to look around us, talk to our neighbor even if by phone to see how they are doing 

and tell of the hope we have, that there is more to life just here on this earth.  We are 

looking to a life after this life, not based on what we do or don’t do, good or bad but 

based on the one who did the one work for us, who died but rose again and ascended 

bodily to heaven, just as we all will do who believe in Him on the last day. 

 Yes, we need to be in prayer to hear from the Lord, and especially the Holy Spirit 

who guides us each and every day on ways we can bring the good news to our world.  

He knows the hearts of all and will keep us pointed to Jesus and His mission of bringing 

His saving message to all people. 

 Paul knew he was chosen, because of what he knew he went through on the way 

to Damascus.  Paul though is saying in effect, he didn’t deserve to have what he has in 

Jesus.  We too, know we don’t deserve to be saved either.  In fact each of us 

“deserves” nothing other that to find ourselves in hell with the devil.  We have done 

nothing to save ourselves.  We continue to sin, but as with Adam and Eve, with the first 

sin, our sin comes with it the promise of death and not life.  Praise be to God that it was 

Jesus’ death and not our own. 

 We deserve death and not life even though, yes, to us belongs the promises of 

adoption, the New Israel, given the Gospel of Jesus.  We “deserve” death and yet what 

do we have?  Not death but life.  Not only life on this earth but eternal life promised to all 

who believe. 

 Yes, we believe but even that belief is not of ourselves, as strange as it is for so 

many.  We were dead in our trespasses and sins but the Holy Spirit, through the Water 

and the Word, entered into us, to create faith, faith in our brother, our Savior Jesus.  

That faith is what goes with us each day as we deal with our lives and yes, with the lives  

of those Jesus brings into our lives each day. 

 When we go to them with the answer for this life and the hope of life to come, we 

go with humble hearts and minds, knowing we are no better than the person we are 

dealing with.  Notice I said, no better, not, no better off.  We are better off, not because 

we are better looking, have more money, have done more worldly “good” things for 

others or for the world. 
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 We don’t deserve what we have in Jesus.  We deserve hell.  I don’t know about 

you but how many times do you say a prayer of thanksgiving each day, throughout the 

day at one point or another for what God has done for you, especially when something 

happens where you were saved from something physical or even spiritual as you give 

thanks for being in a family, a community, in a church where the Word of God is still 

taught in all its purity?  When that phone call comes.  When that siren sounds.  When 

that text messages informs you of a problem, how many times do you say a short 

prayer to God, asking Him to have His will done as we relate to what His will might be? 

 We don’t deserve Him taking time for us to hear our sin tainted request but the 

Holy Spirit takes our will and explains it in the best way possible, knowing the Father 

listens and will respond in the perfect way He always does. 

 We have been given Christ who is God over all.  He is blessed forever because 

He came to this world to do what only He could do for us.  We have been adopted into 

His family in our baptisms and are now those who are to go out into this world, our daily 

world, to show who we are in Him and to tell the Good News that is for all, no matter 

who they are.  There is a hope, a future that is had, only in the one promised so long 

ago and fulfilled in God in the flesh, Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. 

 Even though we don’t deserve being Christians, it is really, for our part then, a 

response of thankfulness.  Yes, we can give thanks that we were born into the family 

that we were.  We can give thanks for the church in which we were born.  We can give 

thanks for so many in our lives that took that child in the faith and with the aid of the 

Holy Spirit strengthened that faith in their thought and care for us and the faith given us. 

 In our thanksgiving, we need to ask ourselves how thankful we really are for what 

we have been given and sustained throughout the years of our lives.  We need to think 

also of what if, what if God hadn’t picked me to be me?  How would life be different?  So  

who I am and how I am going to go forward in this life? 

 We are challenged these days with what is going on all around us but in 

challenges in the past the Lord has always been there for His creation to have His will 

done.  Knowing His will is sometimes a challenge and yet, as we move forward with 

what He provides for us, we pray He will open our eyes to see how He would use us, 

each day, as undeserving as we are, use us in the way He would want us to go and we 

would be willing to follow Him as He directs.  


