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Each will give an account 
Romans 14:1-12 

September 13, 2020 
 

 Why did you get up this morning, get dressed and come to church?  I know you 

like Daylight Donuts but surely a donut wouldn’t get you out of bed, get dressed up and 

bring you here would it?  No, you wanted something from the Lord.  What was the first 

thing we did in the Liturgy?  We had the confession of sins and the absolution of those 

sins. Why? 

 What sins did you confess?  Were there certain ones you may have confessed 

before, ones that you have confessed, it seems over and over again?  Are you 

wondering if God is getting tired of you, coming to Him for forgiveness all the time?   

 You come here each Sunday to receive from God, forgiveness, cleansing, a new 

start, to the new week.  We want to leave it all here at the foot of the cross.  Why, 

because that is why He gave Himself for us. 

 We have those sins, sins we may have committed before but there are other sins 

too.  Yes, sorry to say, there are sins that we may not thought to much of until we have 

passages like the Epistle for today that points out seemingly minor things to us but to 

others, our dismissal, our passing judgement on someone who seems a little odd in the 

things they do or don’t do or who sees certain days differently is not what God desires 

for us.  When these things, these sins are pointed out to us, what goes through your 

minds?  Do you still try to make excuses or do you turn to the Lord and ask for 

forgiveness and for the Holy Spirit to give you the wisdom and judgement to put 

yourselves in the other guy’s or gal’s shoes first before you judge? 

 You come here to have those sins brought to light, knowing in confession of 

those sins, not necessarily with your mouth but in your heart and mind, you are going to 

receive forgiveness, washing away of those sins, more than the washing away of dirt for 

this washing cleanses not the skin but the conscience.   

 As Paul writes, we are the Lord’s.  We are the Lord’s.  Good, bad or indifferent, 

we are His.  He paid for us and He got us.  The thing is, He paid the price for all yet so 

many don’t know it, some don’t want it and others, for one reason or another don’t feel 

they are worth the effort. 

 We know it and yet we still sin.  Oh, sometimes we sin because we haven’t 

thought through what our actions or lack of are doing to another.  Other times we just 

want our own way and to really dig into what we believe and yes, what others believe so 



 

 2 

that we can address their beliefs seems to be too much work, too much time out of our 

desires for our own time. 

 We may not understand the ways, the beliefs of others but as long as they are 

honoring the Lord in what they do, who are we, different people, made in the image of 

God and yet different from everyone else, who are we to pass judgement on those who 

are looking to the same Triune God we worship? 

 Yes, there are those who say they worship the same God but don’t.  Yes, in 

passing judgement on their beliefs we do well because their beliefs are going to be their 

downfall, their account to God on the last day. 

 Yes, we pass judgement on them all the while taking time to be ready with the 

truth of who our God is.  We don’t want them to face the fires of hell but want them to 

join us on the last day to give an account to God, an account that includes the only hope 

we have, not in ourselves but in Jesus, who paid the high price to get us into our 

heavenly home. 

 Our account, the account of ourselves our sins is to be pointed out to ourselves.  

We come here knowing we are sinners in need of forgiveness.  Yes, we will have to 

give an account but what is going to be in that account against us?  We who know our 

sins and have trusted in Jesus, drawing on His account to make satisfaction for our sins 

will have nothing to account for. 

 We don’t deserve it.  We all know that.  Our old sinful nature may want to stand 

in pride and say we don’t need Him to pay for us but our sins are so great it is like the 

guy who owed so much that when he was called before is employer there was only one 

way to pay off his account and that was for the owner to mercifully forgive his debt.  He 

would have had to give up his freedom, his life and still he would have left this earth still 

owing more. 

 The man forgot how he had been blessed.  He was thinking he could use 

gangster tactics to provide for his life at the expense of others.  He wasn’t as shrewd as 

another guy who, seeing he was without a job, went to other debtors and cut their debts 

hoping he would be in the good graces of enough to finish out his life without too much 

struggle. 

 These were a couple parables that Jesus used to point out how He was holding 

all the cards.  He, and He alone was going to pay for all sin.  He was going to suffer on 

the cross so that we wouldn’t have too.   



 

 3 

 He died and rose again so that we would have a sure hope in Him and what He 

did for us.  He paid for all sin so we wouldn’t be tempted to hold back in pride, but 

instead would confess our sins because He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 If we are cleansed from all unrighteousness, then what about that account of 

ourselves to God?  The two don’t seem to jive do they?  What are we going to say that 

day?  What can we say other than that Jesus is our only justification before God.  Take 

it up with Him. 

 In the mean time we know how the Lord has had mercy on us, we too should 

show that mercy to others we come in contact with.  We don’t want to be the cause of 

those little ones in the faith to fall away.  No, but we also don’t want others to spread 

untruths around about their knowing a better way, a way we can see through faith is a 

way that will draw people away from Jesus and His cross, away to an account that 

doesn’t trust in Jesus alone for their salvation but in themselves or some other. 

 It kind of boils down to why we are here, at this time, in this place?  Yes, we are 

here, we are sinners and yes, we need to confess our sins and ask for forgiveness.  We 

are the Lord’s but so are many others.  He wants to be the Lord, both of the dead and 

the living who believe in Him but He also wants to be Lord to those who are dead in 

their trespasses and sins for He knows in their rejection of Him the outcome of their 

lives will be eternal separation from all that is good, separation from what He has in 

store for all who believe. 

 He has each of us here for a reason.  You may wonder sometimes what that is.  

You have been blessed with a family, a church, a faith that you can be thankful for, 

thankful every day.  There are those Jesus brings into our lives who don’t have what we 

have.  They are living without knowing Jesus as we do.  They are living life as if it all 

depends on them.  Will God be able to crack that hard heart?   

 What part do you and I play in that?  We are the Lord’s, whether we live or die, 

we are His.  We know what judgement day will be for us.  Can what we know and trust 

that we can be used to help others to see who they are and what end they are going to 

meet outside of Jesus and His work for them? 

 We see others, others who see themselves as aiding in their continuing in their 

faith.  That is a choice we wouldn’t make but as long as it doesn’t pull them away from 

Christ and what He has done, who are we to cause them to stumble?  There are many 
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more who will have nothing to do with Jesus but you know you can’t live without Him 

and what He has done for you.  

 Don’t you wake up each day thanking Him for who you are?  Don’t you thank Him 

even when things don’t go as you might like, yes questioning what He has in mind 

especially when you struggle with life, with relationships and yes, maybe even 

wondering if it is all worth it, knowing all the while that this too shall pass and one day 

you will not have all this but will find yourself before Him, looking to Him and His 

account on your behalf. 

 Until then though we have to deal with this world, our world.  There is going to be 

hurt and joy.  There will be hot and cold, hunger and a full belly.  There will be sorrow 

and celebration all the while though we will know that we are the Lord’s. 

 What a comfort that is.  It is a settled feeling to know the future that is in store for 

us.  Oh, we don’t know how glorious it will be but we do know it will be better than 

anything this world has to offer, ever. 

 We are so fortunate, but so many others are headed to hell.  Some may say they 

are looking forward to it, they say that is where all their friends are.  What they are 

choosing to ignore is that in Hell, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, nothing 

good other than knowing they made the choice even if they continue blaming others. 

 The rich man wanted some water, just a little relief from the fires of hell.  He 

wanted someone to warn his relatives.  Those relatives wouldn’t have listened but we 

don’t know who will or who won’t.  What an experience it will be for us as we bring a 

hope to those Jesus brings to us.  Could God be using us to be soul fire fighters, 

bringing them to the cleansing, fire snuffing, baptismal waters of the Holy Spirit so that 

they can receive the faith we have through the water and the Word that can make them 

one of those who will give an account on the last day of their Savior, Jesus and His 

work for them, covering them with His righteousness. 

 Each of us has a different view of the world and I guess our salvation, even 

though we utilize it differently, the outcome is going to be the same in many ways.  We 

are going to be living in a new heaven and a new earth.  What will that mean to each of 

us?  Might it have a different view, a different feel for each of us? 

 We are looking forward to that day, knowing in giving an account, our account 

has been paid if full by our Savior, Jesus 

  


