
 

EASTER SUNDAY 

APRIL12, 2020 

EYES ON JESUS: ANGEL EYES 
 
AS WE GATHER 

Early on Easter morning, the angel, which means “messenger,” announced what he knew to be true: the 
tomb was empty because Christ had risen. The women were initially overcome with fear, as anyone would 
be if confronted by a holy herald from God. Their physical eyes would not see our Lord until He revealed 
Himself. But we have been given the angel’s eyes, as it were, for by faith we see our Lord with us now. 
The news the angel proclaimed is too good to keep to ourselves. As God’s messengers today, it is our 
turn to tell the world that He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

+ PREPARATION + 
 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL   Mark 16:1–8 
 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 16th chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Pastor: When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint Him. And very early on the first day of the week, when 
the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone 
had been rolled back—it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting 
on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. And he said to them, 

  Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; He is not 
here. See the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going 
before you to Galilee. There you will see Him, just as He told you. 

Pastor: And they went out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, 
and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



HYMN  “JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY”  PAGE 457 
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OPENING SENTENCES 

Pastor: This is the day that the LORD has made; 
People: let us rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24 
Pastor: The LORD is God, 
People: and He has made His light to shine upon us. Psalm 118:27 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: The angel told the women what his eyes had beheld, and he urged them to tell Jesus’ disciples 
and Peter, but “they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” Let us confess to God all that 
holds us back from spreading the news of our Lord’s resurrection. 

 

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and our sinful condition. 
 

Pastor: Our gracious heavenly Father, 
People: we confess that we have let the things around us cloud our vision, dim our joy, and 

close our lips. We have failed to look at Your glory and power through the eyes of the 
angel. Instead, we have relied on the limited information that our senses provide. We 
have feared what we could  not explain and failed to rely on Your gracious promises. We 
have, therefore, not loved You with all that we have and are; we have not loved our 
neighbors as much as we have loved ourselves. Worse, without Your aid, we cannot 
change.  In Your great mercy, forgive us and, by Your Holy Spirit, assure us of Your 
victory over sin, death, and the power of the devil on our behalf. Help us then to 
announce the resurrection to all we meet, to the glory of Your holy name. 

 



Pastor: By becoming one of us to die for us, our Lord Jesus Christ paid for all our sins. When the 
Father raised Him on this glorious day, He showed all creation that He received that payment 
and nothing,  even death itself, can stand between us and His gracious, eternal promises.  
Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of our risen Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

HYMN  “THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE”  PAGE 903 (STS. 1-3) 
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KYRIE  

Pastor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: That we may recognize the peace and salvation Easter brings, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: That the world may see peace, the Church of God may enjoy vitality, and we may all be united 

in Easter faith, let us pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: For this holy house, and for all who respond to the resurrection in worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Pastor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
People: Amen. 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE      “THE DAY OF RESURRECTION”    PAGE 478, STANZAS 1-4 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: Let us pray.  Almighty God, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You overcame 
death and opened to us the gate of everlasting life. 

People: We humbly pray that we may live before You in righteousness and purity forever; 
Pastor: through Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen. 

 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING   Job 19:23-27 

23“Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book!  24Oh that with an iron pen and 

lead they were engraved in the rock forever!  25For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last he will 

stand upon the earth.  26And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, 
27whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another.  My heart faints within me!” 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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THE EPISTLE  1 Corinthians 15:51–57 

51Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this 

mortal body must put on immortality. 54When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts 

on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:  “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55“O 

death, where is your victory?  O death, where is your sting?”  56The sting of death is sin, and the power of 

sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM  Psalm 118:15–29 (antiphon: v. 23) 

Pastor: This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  Glad songs of salvation are in the tents 
of the righteous: 

People: “The right hand of the LORD does valiantly, 
Pastor: the right hand of the LORD exalts, 
People: the right hand of the LORD does valiantly!” 
Pastor: I shall not die, but I shall live, 
People: and recount the deeds of the LORD. 
Pastor: The LORD has disciplined me severely, 
People: but He has not given me over to death.  This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our 

eyes. 
Pastor: Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
People: that I may enter through them and give thanks to the LORD. 
Pastor: This is the gate of the LORD; 
People: the righteous shall enter through it. 
Pastor: I thank You that You have answered me and have become my salvation. 



People: The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.  This is the LORD’s 
doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

Pastor: This is the day that the LORD has made; 
People: let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Pastor: Save us, we pray, O LORD! 
People: O LORD, we pray, give us success! 
Pastor: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 
People: We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
Pastor: The LORD is God, 
People: and He has made His light to shine upon us.  This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in 

our eyes. 
Pastor: Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 
People: up to the horns of the altar! 
Pastor: You are my God, and I will give thanks to You; 
People: You are my God; I will extol You. 
Pastor: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; 
People: for His steadfast love endures forever!  This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our 

eyes. 
Pastor: This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

ALLELUIA 

 
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL   John 20:1-18 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Pastor: Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still dark, 
People: and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 
Pastor: So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and 

said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have 
laid Him.”  So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb. Both 
of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 
And stooping to look in, 

People: he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 
Pastor: Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. 
People: He saw the linen cloths lying there, 
Pastor: and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up 

in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, 
People: and he saw and believed; 
Pastor: for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that He must rise from the dead. Then the 

disciples went back to their homes.  But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept 
she stooped to look into the tomb. 

 



People: And she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the 
head and  one at the feet. 

Pastor: They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away 
my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid Him.” Having said this, 

People: she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
Pastor: Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing Him to 

be the gardener, she said to Him, “Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You have 
laid Him, and I will take Him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to Him in 
Aramaic,  “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have 
not yet ascended to the Father; but go to My brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My 
Father and your Father, to My God and your God.’ ” Mary Magdalene went and announced to 
the disciples, 

People: I have seen the Lord! 
Pastor: and that He had said these things to her. 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
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SERMON    “LOOKING THROUGH ANGEL EYES”   
 

APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in god, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  

The third day 
 He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father   
 Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the 
 resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us pray for all people in their various needs and for the Church as it witnesses to our Lord’s 
resurrection. 

 

 The women “were saying to one another, ‘Who will roll away the stone for us?’ ” Let us pray for 
all whose work is tiring and laborious. 

People: Lighten their load, O Lord, strengthen their bodies, and give them dignity in their efforts. 
Pastor: The angel said to them, “Do not be alarmed.” Let us pray for all who awaken this day in fear of 

violence, discrimination, or injustice. 
People: Accompany them, risen Lord; graciously protect them and strengthen them until they 

find days of peace and security. 
Pastor: The angel invited the women, “See the place where they laid Him.” Let us pray for all who visit 

hospitals, nursing homes, and cemeteries on this holy day. 
People: Dry the eyes of those who mourn, O Holy Spirit, through their resurrection faith. Give 

comforting words to those who visit, perseverance to those who are ill, and skill to 
health workers in all professions. 

Pastor: Then he urged them, “Go, tell His disciples.” Let us pray for all who carry the news of Christ’s 
victory over death to their neighborhoods and to nations around the world. 

 



People: Lord Jesus, protect, guide, and bless our brothers and sisters who announce the 
resurrection in the company of those who gather with them around Word and Sacrament 
and then carry it with them as Your messengers to all they meet, near and far. 

Pastor: Job wrote, “Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book!” Let us pray 
for those who write constitutions and laws, all who maintain order in society, and everyone in 
harm’s way at home or abroad. 

People: O almighty God, give wisdom to those who deliberate in houses of government, courage 
to those who respond to conflict in their communities, and protection to men and 
women deployed in the defense of freedom around the world. 

Pastor: Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy 
for the sake of Your Son, our risen Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray. 

People: Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor: The blessing of God Almighty—the Father, who sent His Son to certain death in order to give 
us life, the Son, who left the tomb empty on this day of His rising, and the Holy Spirit, who 
graciously  enables us to be messengers of the resurrection—be upon you, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

HYMN  “ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! HEARTS TO HEAVEN”  PAGE 477 
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DISMISSAL 

Pastor: Go in peace as you serve our risen Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God! 
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***** 
NEXT WEEK'S TEXTS:  Psalm  148; Acts 5:29-42; 1 Peter 1:3-9;  John 20:19-31 
NEXT WEEK:  We know we have been given faith to believe, how do we remain in that faith? 

***** 
TODAY’S LIGHT READERS 

TODAY’S LIGHT:  Matthew 11-20 

1.  Deuteronomy 15:10–11 describes the attitude God desires His people to have toward those less fortunate. 

Describe this attitude and the promise God associates with it. God’s Word deals with this same topic in 2 

Corinthians 9:10–11. What is the “inexpressible gift” God has given us? See 2 Corinthians 9:15  

2.  See Deuteronomy 20:1–4. Explain the source of confidence God’s people possess in the face of danger. 

Why does this confidence seem foolish to those without faith in the one true God  
 

LIFE QUOTES” FROM LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

“Silence among the tombs, but then loud rumbling and a rolling stone—the earthquake and the empty tomb.  And so 
today:  We await the new creation of the Lord, when our mortal bodies will be changed.  We wait, we wait, we mortal 
men.  Let us comfort one another with the news of this broken silence and final victory.”  James M. Kushiner, The 
Fellowship of St. James  A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life — www.lutheransforlife.org 

 

LIFE THOUGHTS IN THE CHURCH YEAR 

April 12 – The Resurrection of Our Lord – Jesus' bodily resurrection (Matthew 28:9) reveals as much about us as it 
does about God.  What great majesty and honor the Almighty Maker hides (Colossians 3:3) in human flesh!  And if He 
places such worth in a body broken by crucifixion, if He works such purpose in the rotting confines of a tomb, how much 
more can—will He—do so in surprise pregnancy and in terminal diagnosis! 

   

CORONA VIRUS:  Due to the corona virus the elders chose not to have church services until further notice.  Unfortunately, 
the virus does not prevent the bills from coming in and needing to be paid.  We were over $2700.00 short of meeting our 
expenses for the year as of Feb. 29,2020.  Consequently, we are asking for your help.  If you could please make your 
monthly or weekly contributions to the church it would be very helpful.  You can drop it off at the church, put it in the locked 
church mailbox or mail it to the church at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1505 College Ave.  Alamogordo NM 88310.  I want to 
thank you in advance for your faithfulness and generosity to the church. God’s Blessings, Sandy Klose, Stewardship Chair 
 

“WORSHIP ANEW” is a National Lutheran TV program sponsored by Terry Marquardt of Marquardt Eye Associates and 
Trinity Lutheran Church of Alamogordo. It’s on KVBA Vision Broadcasting, on Sunday at 12:30 p.m. or Wednesdays at 
11:30 a.m. It’s streaming on KVBATV.org or 14.1 Digital, 19 Analog, 22 Cable. (times listed below) 

Sunday  5:30 AM Sunday   12:30 PM 
Wed. 11:30 AM Friday 8:00 AM 
Friday  2:00 PM Friday 6:30 PM 
 

KFUO RADIO: This week on KFUO.org, we wish everyone a blessed Easter. We begin a new series "The 
Righteousness of God for You" studying the book of Romans on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), continue 
studying the book of Revelation on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and worship with us in Daily Chapel 
at 10:00 a.m. CT. Find programs on demand at kfuo.org!  

http://www.lutheransforlife.org/

